CHRISTMAS DAY 2020
SCRIPTURES – Isaiah 52:7-10; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:1-20
Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. Ps. 98:1
Did you notice anything different about our Christmas Tree this year? As always, it’s beautiful: tall and full and beautifully decorated. Well, one difference is that it’s a new tree. This is the first time it has been set up. Another difference is that, when we decorated it last Sunday after church, we forgot to put on it the gold and silver balls! The only ornaments on it are the Chrismons, the symbols that proclaim Christ. When I realized this on Monday I thought about asking for help with putting on the gold and silver balls, but this would mean getting the big step ladder out from the garage again and lugging it over here. So, I said to myself, “Oh, forget it. It looks fine the way it is!” And, you know something? It not only does look ok; it’s actually rather fitting that the only ornaments on the tree are the ones that proclaim Christ. Especially in this year, when so much has been stripped from our Christmas celebrations because of Covid, it’s fitting for Christ alone to be our focus! For, He is God’s focus.
“Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things!” says Ps. 98. “His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.” This sums up not only Jesus’ birth; it sums up His entire life. God was at work, doing marvelous things! Working salvation.
Now, of course, we are involved… and that is itself a marvelous thing. For, we are not only fallen people, sinners who so often focus on ourselves and what we want instead of upon others and what they need, or upon God and what He wants of us; we are also mere human beings who forget things and mess things up… like forgetting to put the gold and silver balls on the tree. That God would involve us in His great and eternal work of salvation in Christ is marvelous and wonderful!

Ok, perhaps you’re wondering, “How am I involved?” Let’s begin with the many people who were involved in the birth of Jesus. First, and most importantly, there were Mary & Joseph. Mary willingly received the Son of God into her virgin womb… and then endured the nine months of pregnancy.

· Which couldn’t have been difficult, could they? Surely Jesus wouldn’t cause her morning sickness (for which she had no helpful medications)… would he? What: should God’s words to Eve, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children” not apply to her? Did not Jesus come to bear our sins and carry our sorrows? Don’t assume her pregnancy was a carefree one!
And then, of course, she endured labor and delivery… Silent night? All is calm? Not really. I won’t begin to think that I can tell you how difficult and painful labor and delivery can be, but Carol Burnett once described it as taking your lower lip and pulling it up over your face.

And Joseph: I doubt that he just stood watch outside as she gave birth, waiting to hand out cigars to the shepherds when they arrived. He not only helped her then; he believed the angel’s message that her pregnancy was a miraculous virginal pregnancy and took her as his wife, even though a rushed wedding would have led to whispers and raised eyebrows from the people of their village. How crucial was Joseph’s involvement in Jesus’ birth and life! First, as he cared for Mary; and then, as he cared for Jesus Himself as He grew up.
And then, there were those who were unknowingly involved, such as Caesar Augustus. His desire for more tax revenue led to Joseph and Mary traveling to Bethlehem and Jesus being born there, as the prophet Micah had predicted centuries before. Gee, God can use people to accomplish His will, even though they have no knowledge of it and no intention of doing so: it sounds like the government is really upon His shoulder! That’s a good thing to remember when this world, and especially its rulers, get you down.
The ones we can most relate to – the ones we should most relate to – are the shepherds. They were involved, first, by hearing and believing the news, “to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord!” How incredible: not only that the Messiah, the Lord Himself and their Savior, had been born; but, that they were the ones to whom God sent His angels with the message! Hard-working men with a dirty job that was looked upon as lowly… that caused people to look upon them as lowly: and yet they’re the ones God looks upon with favor! This is who God is. When you feel lowly, whether it’s because of how others look upon you, or because you feel bad about your sins (which you should!), remember the shepherds. Remember God’s mercy to them. God looks with favor upon the lowly, to raise them up with His Son and give them endless joy in Him!
We also need to keep in mind what they did with the angel’s incredible message. They believed it… and then they acted upon it. They ran to find the newborn baby, and when they saw Him they bowed down before Him. With their eyes they saw a helpless baby; but with the eyes of faith they saw their God and Savior, Yahweh… lying there in the flesh, helpless before them! Lying there in the flesh, helpless for them. He comes to us also in simpleness and humility. We’re told in Titus 3: “God saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.” The simple act of pouring water on you in baptism was God saving you, giving you a new and holy life. With a bit of rather tasteless bread and a sip of wine He nourishes your life with the eternal flesh and blood of Him who was born to live, and then sacrifice His life, for you. Don’t ever be bored with this or consider them insignificant works. They are God’s works of salvation! Run to see Him, and receive Him, in them!
For then, God’s great work in Christ will be brought to you and received by you, that God might bring to completion the plans He has for you. For you. That’s what Christmas is all about: God’s gift of His Son for you.

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation… for you! Keep your focus on Jesus, and Jesus alone, and God will make you to shine before Him and His world with beautiful works of faith that give honor to your Savior. To Him be glory and praise forever! Amen.
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