TRANSFIGURATION, B – February 14, 2021
SCRIPTURES – Ps. 99; Exodus 34:29-35; 2 Cor. 3:7 – 4:6; Mark 9:2-9

A cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. Mark 9
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        You may have heard that Lorayne and I are dog owners again. After Scooter died in late November we were without a dog, but a month ago that changed. We now have two: B and Riley, a brother and sister who are 7 years old. Lorayne had been looking online, and, once again, she was attracted to rather strange-looking animals. Their fur is yellowish and a bit scraggly, and their noses and lips are pink, not black. I must confess, my wife’s attraction to strange-looking creatures has me worrying whenever I pass a mirror! But, B and Riley are very friendly. When they first met Claire and Emmett they wagged their tails furiously and licked them eagerly. Just what we wanted! So: there’s more to them than meets the eye!
Boy, is that true of Jesus’ transfiguration! Now, there is a lot there that meets the eye. There’s Jesus, shining on that mountain peak with a brilliant radiance – “his clothes radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them.” There’s Moses and Elijah, the only people in the Old Testament who had spoken with the God of Israel on a mountain, appearing and speaking with Jesus. What glory!
Yes; what glory? What is the glory we are to see and take from that event? Are we to see that glory awaits us in heaven and focus on that? Well, glory certainly does await us. We can be confident of it because of the presence of Moses and Elijah – great prophets, most certainly; but also great sinners.

· When a young man Moses murdered a man (Exod. 2:11-14); and once, when he was the leader of God’s people, he took credit for a miracle that saved them instead of giving glory to God (Num. 20:2-12).

· Elijah once got so depressed by opposition to him and God that he ran away from God’s people, laid down under a bush, and prayed for God to end his life (see 1 Ki. 18 & 19). 
And yet, there they stand in Jesus’ glorious presence. Their presence says to us sinners that we, too, can be confident of being raised bodily to live forever with Jesus because eternal life is a gift, given by grace to sinners who believe in Him. But, the fact that Jesus commanded His disciples to say nothing about what they had seen until after He had risen from the dead indicates that there is much more to His transfiguration than this glorious gift; much more than meets the eye.
Is the purpose of this glorious event to get us to focus upon and seek glory in our lives? (Giving all credit to Jesus, of course!) Oh, I can just imagine what the prosperity preachers and promoters of positive thinking do with Jesus’ transfiguration: 
“Look upon this glorious Jesus! Listen to Him and put His words into practice in your life, and you, too, will shine with glory! Peace and joy, success in life, and the victory over sin will be yours. As it says in 2 Cor. 3, you will be transformed from one degree of glory to another!” 
And, hey, Peter seems to agree, doesn’t he? “Rabbi, it is good that we are here,” he blurts out. “Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” Let’s stay here, bask in your glory, and enjoy the blessings that will come! But he is immediately cut off. The Holy Spirit overshadows him in a cloud and God the Father speaks and silences him: “This is my beloved Son;” – this Jesus that Peter then sees, no longer shining gloriously but appearing like any other man. “Listen to him.” God didn’t send His Son to enjoy and hold before us an exalted, “glorious” life on this earth; and so we, His followers, shouldn’t seek and expect this either!
So, I ask again: what is the glory revealed by Jesus’ transfiguration; the glory that is more than what meets the eye? It is that the lowly man Jesus is, in His lowliness as a normal man, the Glory of God.

· He is the God of Israel who spoke with Moses and Elijah on Mt. Sinai.

· He is the God before whom even sin and death must bow, who raises to bodily life again those who die in Him.

· He is the Glory upon whom both God the Father and God the Holy Spirit focus.

Eternity and eternal life… heaven itself, and all that goes with it… all of this, and more – all that is of God – is present in Jesus as a man; present even while He walked humbly among the people. God and His kingdom were present!
And, present for us; present to serve weak, sinful human beings. That’s the glory that is revealed by Jesus’ transfiguration: not the glory of His shining, but the glory of His not shining; of His embracing weakness and suffering to help and save us sinners.
This Jesus, the humble Man whose focus is serving and saving sinful men, is the focus of the Father and the Holy Spirit. When they appear the glory of Jesus’ transfiguration ends, and the disciples’ attention is directed to Him in His lowliness, with His glory veiled. “Listen to him.” And even after Jesus concludes His ministry and ascends into heaven to assume again His glory, the attention is on Him as a humble servant. We hear this in The Feast of Victory, the song we often sing in our liturgy. Taken from Rev. 5, it is the song the apostle John hears the saints in heaven singing. “Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood sets us free to be people of God!” This morning we sang our praise to the beautiful Savior who is Son of God and Son of Man (actually, Son of Mary; that’s what it says in the German hymn, Schönster Herr Jesu, upon which the hymn Beautiful Savior is based). “Truly I’d love Thee, truly I’d serve Thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown!” (Hymn 537:1)
Focus above all upon the glory of this Jesus, the humble servant of sinners. Focusing upon Him makes any other focus – and especially upon the “glories” of our lives: our successes and joys, and even our good works – not only secondary, but lame. How great is anything that we have or anything that we do – even our good works – when compared to the glorious God, the almighty and eternal Son, lowering Himself to live among and serve us? All glory is His, for He is everything; we are nothing and have nothing… except Him! But, having Him… we truly have everything!!
So, do not focus upon yourself… not even upon the glory that awaits you. Focus on the humility of the God/man, Jesus, serving you. As you do, and as you listen to Him, the Holy Spirit will transform you into His image. You can be sure of this, for all that is Christ’s… all the glory of His servanthood… is in His Word and is given to you through it. Listen, and you will be transformed from one degree of glory – of servanthood, for that is His glory – to another. God will make you into a servant like His Son; one who serves because this is the good will of your heavenly Father and because people need your service. God will bless your service, until He calls you to lay down your service to stand with Jesus and enjoy the glories of heaven!
In the name of Jesus, our beautiful Savior! Amen.
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