LENT 5, B – March 21, 2021
SCRIPTURES - Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45

      James and John came up to [Jesus] and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking.” Mk. 10
I’m sure you’ve heard it said that there are no dumb questions. Teachers say this to encourage their students to ask questions. I’ve said it myself before.

Well, there may not be any dumb questions, but there are certainly misguided requests. We hear one from James and John this morning. “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you,” they say to Jesus. Now, that’s an extremely bold request: “do for us whatever we ask.” But, Jesus doesn’t rebuke them for this, for He had already taught them, “Ask, and you shall receive.” Be bold! Ask anything of God! So, he replied, “What do you want me to do for you?” “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” In this they are misguided. “You do not know what you are asking,” Jesus responds.
Are they being selfish? Well, of course! He had just told them that He was going to be rejected and be put to a horrible death in Jerusalem. Why didn’t they ask Him for strength to stay with Him to help and comfort Him, and perhaps to even die with Him? Why was their first thought for themselves? Why, when we are hurting, is our first thought for ourselves; for our good, an end to our sufferings? Selfishness is a problem we each have… and a problem especially because it is an offense.
· If your spouse slaves away all day in preparing a great meal for you, and you respond, “Why don’t you ever make the smoked shoulder with fresh carrots and potatoes that my mother used to make?”… well, you’ve got more than selfishness as your problem!

Selfishness is an offense to God! And He – who calls Himself our husband in Jer. 31 – is not a spouse you want to offend.

But, James and John were not totally selfish. They had given up much, more than most others, to follow Jesus. Several years before they had walked away from their fishing business to follow Him, and they had been faithful followers and dutiful workers. Now that Jesus was nearing Jerusalem, they expected to share in the glory they were sure He would receive! It was in this that they were utterly misguided.
“Grant us to sit at your right and at your left in your glory.” What was – what is – Christ’s glory? Well, it has to be something great and good, right? Glory is brightness… beauty… a spectacular event… something fabulous!... isn’t it? There’s no greater example of glory than Jesus’ Transfiguration, which James and John had so recently seen. And so they – and we – have something fabulous in mind with regard to His glory. And Jesus says, “You do not know what you are asking.”
What did Jesus consider His glory? How can we know? Let Him guide you by His own words, and by His Spirit-inspired written Word. For, you see, He spoke of His glory.

On Easter Sunday afternoon, Jesus walked up to two men who were walking to a small town. They were distressed because the great rabbi Jesus had been crucified. And yet, they had that heard He had risen that morning. They were confused. So, Jesus told them: “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” (Lu. 24:25-26) So: His sufferings led into His glory.
And then John, who asked if he could sit at Jesus’ side in His glory: years later he wrote a Gospel about Him. His request must have stayed with him, for he included a lot about Jesus’ glory. He began by proclaiming Jesus to be the eternal Word who is God and who created all things. He then wrote: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.” (1:14) So: John saw Jesus’ glory during His life on this earth. When? It’s interesting that John did not include an account of Jesus’ Transfiguration in his Gospel. If that was the glory he had in mind when he wrote, “we have seen his glory,” he surely would have included it.

In chapter 2 John writes about Jesus’ first miracle, the changing of water into wine at a wedding. He ends the account with: “This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory.” (2:11) Well, that miracle was a funny way to manifest His glory, for He did it quietly, even secretly; only a few people knew. Instead of people realizing the bridegroom had failed to provide enough wine and then whispering to one another, “Boy, it’s too bad she married a cheapskate!” they said, “Wow, this wine is the best we’ve ever had! He must have spent a lot on it. What a catch he is!” Jesus served, and the bridegroom got the credit!
Then, in John 11 John tells how Jesus’ friend Lazarus was very ill, and his sisters sent for Jesus. He told His disciples, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Of course, Lazarus did die, as Jesus waited four days before He went to him. But, He then raised him to life. A death led to His glory!
In chapter 12 Jesus is in Jerusalem, and two Greek men ask Philip if they could see Him. Jesus responds, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit… Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” (John 12:23ff) He speaks of His death and calls it glory: His glory and His Father’s glory!

There are yet more references in John’s Gospel, but the point is clear: Jesus’ glory was not His resurrection, nor His ascension into heaven. It was His death on the cross. John got that point, for, more than any other writer, he refers to it this way. He alone of the apostles saw that glory (John 1:14), for he was the only one of them who was at the cross – which his Gospel, and not Matthew or Mark or Luke, notes. He’s also the only Gospel writer who specifically notes that the risen Jesus still bore the wounds from His crucifixion. “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side,” he tells Thomas. It is His wounds, His death, which bring Him – and so us – glory:

· The glory of forgiveness. Because He bore all of our sins and died for them, God remembers our sins no more (Jer. 31:34).

· The glory of a new life. “The Son of Man came to give his life as a ransom for many,” Jesus said. On the cross Jesus was given into your death and hell, and you were taken out of it to live with God forever!
What glory you are given by Jesus’ death for you! John came to learn this, and so learned how misguided he was with his request. We need to learn this, also.
There were two who were at Jesus’ right and His left in His glory: the two men who were crucified with Him. One railed at Him and rejected Him. The other saw Him as glorious, even on the cross. “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom,” he said to Him. He was promised that he would be with Him in paradise on that very day.

Because of the glory of the cross, paradise is yours, also. Glorify Jesus by acting on this! Cry out for His mercy when you are in need… and especially when the cross of suffering is laid upon you because your faith sets you apart from others and makes you different. Your Father in heaven sees this, for, because of Jesus, His eyes are always upon you with mercy and love. So: cry out to Him for help when you are in need, and believe that you will receive it!

And when the memory of sins or the temptation to them troubles you: look at the glory of Christ on the cross. It is your glorious forgiveness! It is also your call to service. You have been baptized with Christ’s baptism and you share His cup. You share, then, in His life. Jesus says: “Whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” By the glory of the cross you have been set apart to be a servant. By the lowliness of His death – and there was no lower or more despised way to die than to be crucified – Jesus makes every service of yours, even the lowest and least appreciated, glorious and beautiful to Him and His Father.
All glory to God for the glory of the cross of Jesus! See it as your glory forever. Amen!
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