PALM/PASSION SUNDAY – March 28, 2021
SCRIPTURES – Zech. 9:9-10; Phil. 2:5-11; Mark 11:1-11; Ps. 118
Palm Sunday. Such a day – a day of such great contrasts. First, there’s the crowds: bursting with joy and enthusiasm, excitedly greeting Jesus with psalms and songs of praise and with displays of devotion. His disciples, I’m sure, were caught up in their enthusiasm and joined in their joyous praise. And then, there’s Jesus: calm and quiet as He rides before them on a small donkey; looking around and taking everything in. There are no outbursts from Him, but only quiet determination. For, He knew what was soon to come… the utter change that would take place, the horror that lay beyond this day. We know it, too, for we hear both stories on this day.
Perhaps this is what the apostle Paul had in mind when he wrote: “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” He captures what Palm Sunday and Jesus’ coming is all about. Yes, your King has come! But, unlike other kings, Jesus didn’t come to subjugate: to rule over you, or anyone else. He came to raise you up into His humility. And so, Paul says: 
have THE mind OF CHRIST in you IN YOU.
the events of that first Palm Sunday make clear what this means. Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, a beast of burden. He came in humility. We, then, are to be humble ourselves.

This doesn’t mean that you are to be depressed, or walk around with your head down. Being humble doesn’t mean putting yourself down. You are not worthless!

Now, you are a sinner. Jesus knew this very personally, for He felt in Himself – in His body, His mind, His heart and His soul – your sins and the danger they pose; the anger of God they arouse. Your sinful nature causes you to be fickle in your faith, like the people on Palm Sunday: up and down; one day full of joy and praise, and the next day empty, and even angry with God. When this nature became Christ’s… when your sins were laid upon Him, His heavenly Father would not even spare Him but put Him to death. How corrupting and deadly, indeed, are our sins, and how great is God’s anger because of them! Oh, we sinners certainly have good reason to humble ourselves.
BUT: Jesus did not come to impress upon you your guilt or to punish you. He came to take your sins away, to forgive you and raise you up to be like Himself! You, then… a believer in Jesus who rejoices in Him as your Savior: you are not worthless. You are a much loved – an eternally loved – child of God! When St. Paul tells you to be like Jesus, to “have [His] mind among yourselves,” he does so because Christ’s mind is yours! “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus…” You are Christ’s! He has exalted you with Him!
And, what did the exalted Jesus do on Palm Sunday? Did He say to the people, “Oh, no, please, stop waving your palms and crying out your praises. I don’t deserve this.” Of course not! He didn’t lower His head in false humility. Nor should you. Don’t put yourself down, but lift up your head! See and believe that God has exalted you in Jesus! In Him you, sinner though you are, can and should say to the almighty and eternal God: You are my God!
Say it and believe it… and then, lift up your head to see how you can serve. This is what Jesus did. He came to serve… and not just the deserving and the nice and the humble. He gave Himself – His very life – in service to all, even His enemies. He did so because this was the will of His Father, who loves the world and wants to rescue people from being ruled and condemned by their sins. Have Christ’s mind in you!

Who are your enemies? Who are the difficult people in your life? Who has hurt you? Who will bring you trouble or scorn if you help them? God’s will is that you serve such people: with your love… your help… your acceptance… your forgiveness… and even if you’re not asked or not appreciated. This is how you honor Christ’s sacrifice.
Do you wear a cross or a crucifix? Do you have one hanging in your home? I’ll bet you do. It’s not just a confession of faith. It’s an expression of action… of action for sinners. Have this mind, this life, in you!

Ah, but who can? To do as Jesus did: talk about a daunting task! Who can? Well… you can! Have you not been baptized into Christ? And, you did not contribute anything to that! Do you not receive Him in His body and blood? God has given, and continually gives to you, His Son; all of Him. If you receive Jesus, you receive His mind. It is yours as a gift. God did not send His Son into this world and give Him into death only to forgive you, so that you’d have a clean slate. He gave Him so that you might have His mind, His way of thinking – His willingness to serve other people, even the lowliest and those most opposed to Him.
You know, the hardest battles are often the ones in our minds. What are others thinking about me? What are they saying? How will this affect me? Such things worry us and impact our willingness to serve.
People’s rewards are often misplaced or are fleeting. They’re here today and gone tomorrow. Keep this in mind. It will often happen, then, that if you have the mind of Christ and so take the form of a servant before others, your service will not be seen or appreciated. You may even be looked down upon and considered foolish for not asserting yourself and your rights but putting others before yourself. “What’s the use? What difference does it make?” will go through your mind. So will guilt because of your failures.
They do not go through God’s mind. He who “highly exalted [His Son] and bestowed on him the name that is above every name” misses nothing that you do and will forget none of it – except for your sins. Those have been forgotten and will never again be brought to His mind, for Jesus put them to death on the cross. Have His mind in you. God is pleased with you in Jesus; this is what matters most, for He is the highly exalted of God, and you are exalted in Him. He will be pleased to have you with Him in heaven! But, until then, He is pleased to offer you to the world… to offer Christ to the world through you.
“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus…” Thanks be to God! Hosanna in the highest! In the blessed name of Jesus. Amen.
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