PENTECOST 2, B – June 6, 2021
SCRIPTURES – Genesis 3:1-15; 2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5:1; Mark 3:20-35
     “No one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house.” Mark 3
Boy, last week, for several days, I was really struggling. It was my eyes: they couldn’t focus! My left eye was constantly blurry and not in sync with my right eye. I struggled to read and was getting headaches. I thought it might be allergies, but putting allergy drops in my eyes didn’t help. Had my eyes changed so that my contact lens prescription wasn’t right? Finally, I went to see my ophthalmologist; and, surprisingly, Dr. Arkin found that the cause of my vision problem was a language problem.
Language… the definitions of words: they are so important! Take, for instance, the words right and left. They can refer to positions. But, right can also mean correct, and left can mean what remains, what is left. And there was my problem. You see, the right lens – it was the correct lens, and was to go in the correct eye. I was sure of that. And the lens that was left then went in the eye that was left. Simple! I’m no dummy! Well, Dr. Arkin helped me to see that I had followed the wrong definitions. R means position: right eye. L means left eye. Miracle of miracles, I could see! I was healed! Boy… what a dummy.
Gosh, language… the definitions of words: who knew they are so important? Today’s Scriptures reveal how truly important they are. God gave to Adam and Eve – and to us, their descendants – a great promise. Talking to Satan, the serpent, He said: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall crush your head, and you shall crush his heel.” (Gen. 3:15) These words are about Jesus. He came to crush Satan, our enemy, for us… to enter the strong man’s house, bind him, and then plunder his house. Jesus came to take us out of Satan’s kingdom and bring us into the kingdom of God.
He does so by the power of His voice, His Word. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, who came down upon Him and filled Him at His baptism, Jesus went out to preach and teach God’s Word. When He came to His hometown of Nazareth to preach in the synagogue, He read the words of Is. 61: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” Jesus’ preaching and teaching was filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life. And so, time and time again, simply by speaking, He cast demons out of people. His voice was the powerful voice of the strongest man! He is now ascended into heaven, but His strong voice still rings out as His Word is preached and taught.
And so, Paul, writing about himself and Christ’s other apostles, says: “Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence.” (2 Cor. 4:13-14) By their speaking, He who raised Jesus – God the Father – raised them and their believing hearers with Jesus. Realize this, then: God the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is present with you and is acting powerfully for you as you listen to Biblical preaching about Jesus. Satan is cast out as you are brought to the Christ who took your sins, and the guilt they bring – they are the weapons Satan uses against you – and you are assured that He put them to death by His death on the cross. And so, as Satan and the demons have no power over Jesus, for He is the stronger Man, they now have no power over you who believe in Him! By His Word Jesus frees you from bondage to your sin, so you can reject demonic temptations and not give in to them. The stronger Man is with you!
But, don’t think this means that the demons will give up. They are persistent enemies who work in many ways. They attacked Jesus by seeking to damage and poison His reputation.

· They spoke through the mouths of the religious leaders who said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” Even Jesus’ own family members were their voice when they said, “He is out of his mind.” 
To this day Jesus is denied and faith in Him is attacked by religious leaders who deny that He is both God and man, or who do not teach clearly the forgiveness we have because of His death for us. And family members who don’t believe in Jesus are a real challenge. Our Lord felt that pressure and pain from His own family.
But, especially demonic, and a constant method of attack upon the powerful Word of Jesus, is the rejecting of the plain meaning of the Bible’s words. The changing of definitions and twisting of words is an especial problem in our day. Satan did this quite effectively with Adam and Eve. “You will not surely die [if you eat the fruit],” he said. “God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” Satan twisted God’s clear words of warning to make it seem like God was holding back something good from them instead of seeking to keep them from something truly bad. Adam and Eve accepted his new definition and ate… and they lost their God and Savior. This will happen to you if you do not hold to what God really says.
Thankfully, God came to them in mercy and restored them to Himself with the promise of a Savior. “All sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utter,” says Jesus. That forgiveness in Him was received by Adam and Eve as they believed God’s promise of a Savior. They were again made His children, His family. And that is the blessing Jesus pronounces on all who hold in faith to His words. Looking upon those who sat around him listening to Him, He said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of God,” – which is that you listen to the preaching and teaching of the Bible’s plain words about Jesus and believe in Him – “he is my brother and sister and mother.” 

When it comes to words, then, and especially the words of the Bible: holding to the correct definitions of them is like putting the right contact lens in the right eye and the left lens in the left eye. You then see clearly! Jesus’ teaching in today’s Gospel is an example of this. When the scribes say that He is able to cast out demons because He is the prince, the leader, of the demons, He counters their accusation with simple teaching: “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand… If Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house.” Jesus proclaims Himself to be the one who is stronger than Satan. He is the Savior God promised to Adam and Eve, the One who would crush the serpent’s head (Gen. 3:15).
When it comes to the words of the Bible, see the great blessing God holds before you in its plain words: the crushing of your great enemy, the devil, and the taking of you from his house into God’s house! “Whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.” So: don’t let anyone twist its words by redefining them and changing them, and so taking them from you. It’s the devil who is behind that and who is speaking. Hold to their plain and simple meanings. Then you are listening to Jesus, and in Him are an eternal child of your eternal Father in heaven!

In the name of Jesus, our strong Savior. Amen. 
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