PENTECOST 6, B – July 4, 2021
SCRIPTURES – Ezekiel 2:1-5; 1 Corinthians 6:15-20; Mark 6:1-13
     Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! Ps. 34:8
Taste and see: how fitting that these words from Ps. 34 are some of the first of the words from God that we heard today! For, this July 4th weekend, during which we celebrate our nation’s independence, is certainly a “taste and see” weekend.
· A time for tasting burgers and dogs on the grill… corn on the cob… strawberry shortcake… and ice cream cones.

· A time for seeing kids with sparklers, spinning around and writing their names in the night sky… for chasing lightning bugs… and oohing and aahing at the bursting of fireworks (if you can find any displays!).

It’s a time to taste and see the goodness of our nation and the blessings we enjoy as citizens of it. We get a taste of this through the statues and monuments that dot our landscape, and the history they teach… our beautiful parks… our cities and towns, and the celebrations that are held… and so many other things. Taste and see: these words call for careful, thoughtful, in-depth examination. This is so important in our day, for there are many people – from athletes to celebrities to politicians to religious leaders to people on social media – who focus only on injustices and wrongs and shortfalls and so speak ill of our nation and spread discontent.

This spreading of discontent doesn’t only happen with our nation; it also happens with our God and His Church. Don’t be a lazy Christian and let it happen! “Taste and see that the Lord is good!” Look carefully for evidences of this. Eat and drink deeply of our good Lord’s Scriptures and learn of His goodness!
And, is not God’s goodness very evident and plain to see? It’s seen in the beauty and wonder of creation… in the amazing ultrasound pictures of a child growing and developing in the womb… in the joy and celebration of a man and a woman who seek His blessing as they promise themselves to each other in marriage, as Kristen and Tom Gallagher did yesterday. It’s seen in God’s merciful reaching out to Ezekiel’s people, even after enduring years of stubborn and impudent rebellion from them. “Son of man, I send you to the people of Israel, to nations of rebels… and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God.’” (Ezek. 2) God didn’t give up on them!
God’s goodness is seen above all in the sending of His Son. Jesus is the almighty God Himself, the Bible teaches! – yet come among us in our flesh, weak and humble and accessible; come to bring help and healing to the sick and the suffering and the sinful. His goodness is seen in His sending out His disciples with His own power over demons and the evil they bring, so that those simple men brought His healing and wholeness of body and soul. This has continued to this day… and most of you, from the beginning of your life, have been blessed with Christ’s healing.

Finally, even as we stand at the cemetery and at the grave, confronted with the end of life, God’s goodness is seen as He holds before us the promise of heaven: a paradise which Paul, who was in some mysterious way caught up to see and experience (2 Cor. 12), says is beyond our ability to truly speak of and comprehend in this life. Such wonder and blessing awaits us! “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him!”
Blessed, indeed. But, our blessedness is not always easy to see, is it? For, our Lord’s goodness toward us is not always plainly and easily evident. He hides Himself, in fact. His goodness is hidden behind the intense heat that has been punishing the northwest… by the violence and destructiveness of storms. It’s hidden in the “No” He sometimes says to fervent prayers, such as the apostle Paul’s; and this faithful servant suffers and becomes weak as He who can cast out demons refuses to do so.
Sometimes, it’s God’s cloaking of Himself in the simple and ordinary that results in people missing and rejecting Him. “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon?” asked the people that Jesus grew up among. “Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him?” They rejected His claims about Himself because they had known Him as a child, and then a simple, lowly man; and in many ways He was still that lowly man. How, then, could He not only bring, but claim to be the source of, God’s forgiveness and healing?

We’re confronted with this ourselves… and even more so, perhaps. For, Jesus is no longer walking among us. He has, instead, sent out disciples before Him; simple men, who yet are equipped by Him with His authority over unclean spirits and the uncleanness of sin that they bring. I imagine that, when Jesus Himself walked on this earth, people were disappointed to see, not Him, but Matthew or John or Philip or – God forbid! – Judas coming to their town. “Where’s the big guy? We want Him!” It’s a lot easier for us to say this!
Realize this: lazy and thoughtless people focus on externals, on what is seen and experienced and felt, and so miss what is good. They look at the pig in the mud and the slop; think, “How can that be any good?” and so miss the fabulous bacon and smoked shoulder.
Don’t be a lazy Christian! Don’t come to church and sit and think about what you’re going to do later and not think deeply upon God’s Word. Don’t sit like a bump on a log and give wooden and perfunctory responses because the liturgy is so familiar and you’re not excited. Don’t tune out when the sermon isn’t interesting and stimulating enough. Repent! “My power is made perfect in weakness,” God says… but He does not mean the weakness of lack of effort or appreciation. How sad to hear that Jesus could do no great work among the people of His hometown because of their unbelief. May this not happen among us!
“Taste and see that the Lord is good!” Make the effort to do so! Approach God’s Word, and the worship that brings Him to you in His Word and Sacrament, as you would approach a fine meal.

· You would think about and anticipate what you will be receiving. Say to yourself, then, as you open your Bible or as you enter church: “My God and Savior is speaking to me in His Word! I am receiving Jesus Himself, the victor over the unclean spirits, for my health and cleansing!”
· You appreciate who prepares your fine meal for you, do you not? And, especially if it is one you love and who loves you. Well, God Himself, who loves you so much that He offered up His life for you on a cross, has prepared His Word and worship for your blessing!

· When you eat a fine meal, you take time to savor it: the smells… the variety of tastes. You swirl the wine around in your mouth. You take your time with every mouthful. Even so: take time with God’s Word. Search it carefully to enjoy the many ways He speaks… ponder its meaning for your life. It is all for your good, your blessing!
“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good!” Indeed, blessed is everyone who takes refuge in him through Christ Jesus: in this life, even when His blessing is hidden and perceived only by faith… and especially in the life to come, when faith gives way to sight and we are caught up into paradise, to savor and enjoy the Lord’s good presence forever. May the Lord bring us into that blessed life soon! Amen.
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