MARY, MOTHER OF OUR LORD – August 15, 2021
SCRIPTURES – Isaiah 61:7-11; Gal. 4:4-7; Luke 1:39-55
When Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” Luke 1
There’s a Toyota commercial on TV right now that features Jessica Long, who will be swimming in her 5th Paralympics later this month. As she swims you see a woman and her husband in the background. The woman is on the phone, and you hear this conversation:
     "Mrs. Long, we found a baby girl for your adoption. But there are some things you need to know. She's in Siberia and she was born with a rare condition. Her legs will need to be amputated. I know this is difficult to hear. Her life, it won't be easy."
     "It might not be easy, but it'll be amazing," the woman says. "I can't wait to meet her."
Jessica – born without fibulas, ankles, heels, and most of the other bones in her feet – was adopted by Beth and Steve Long in 1992. Although she had both legs amputated when very young she has become the second-most decorated U.S. Paralympian in history, winning 23 medals (13 gold). But, if Beth and Steve had not adopted her and shouldered the burden of raising a handicapped child, this may never have happened.
So: if Mary had not accepted her miraculous virginal pregnancy Jesus might never have been born, and our salvation might never have happened? No, I’m not saying that. God would have chosen another woman to bear Jesus, I suppose. But, Mary did accept her pregnancy, even though she would endure great hardships because of Jesus. And, because she did, we are all incredibly blessed!
What can we learn from this simple woman, Mary… from God’s choosing of her? First, we learn that it is the lowly whom God looks upon and lifts up.

It’s hard to see this when you look at what has been made of Mary. She is prayed to daily, and called upon at the time of death. Miracles are attributed to her. She is pictured with a crown on her head, or a halo, and wearing a beautiful robe of blue, and so hardly looks lowly. Songs are sung about her, and her virtues are praised.
Is Elizabeth the source of this portrayal? After all, she said of Mary, “Blessed are you among women!” Well, remember: she was filled with the Holy Spirit when she said this. God the Holy Spirit says that Mary is blessed among women!

But, why? Did God choose her because of some holiness within her, or because she had lived more faithfully than any other woman? We’re constantly looking for such things… for reasons why God should bless, and not punish… for reasons why one person seems more blessed by God than another. But, when we focus upon our own worthiness we take the focus off of God. We belittle Him and His mercy; and this is a great sin.
Pay attention to what Elizabeth said. She proclaimed Mary blessed among women because she “believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” She praised Mary for her faith, her trust that, even though she was a virgin, she would indeed bear a son – the very Son of God, in fact – because this is what God’s angel had told her. By faith Mary, common and ordinary though she was, received a truly unique blessing: she became the mother of God!
Listen also to Mary herself: “My spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.” God looked upon her with mercy, even though she knew herself to be poor and common and not more deserving than others of His favor. She went on: “All generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me.” It’s God who is to be praised, says Mary, for His work. She is simply the recipient of it! “And His mercy is for those who fear him.” Humble faith… faith that sees God as great and trusts in His wisdom more than one’s own… a trust that you and I can have: this is what pleases God! Learn this from Mary: a woman of humble faith!
Learn also this: that God consecrates every human life, proclaims them precious and valuable and worthy of our service, from their very beginning in the womb.
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What could be more lowly than this: a group of cells that looks nothing like a human being? Ah, but this was Jesus when Mary showed up at Elizabeth’s house. Mary had only become pregnant a week or so earlier, and this is precisely what He – and you, and every person – looks like 8 days after being conceived! 
· This picture was in the August 1990 edition of Life magazine. The article, How Life Begins, showed “a chronicle of human development from its first second through its earliest hours” and gave “our first sight of the way each of us came to be.” (p. 27)
A chronicle of human development… the way each of us came to be… even Jesus. Back in 1990 the publishers of Life stated what was clear and obvious: that which is conceived within the uterus of a woman is, from its very beginning, a human being. To deny this, as many do today, is to reject clear science and to flat out lie. And so, today, if a woman finds out, to her surprise, that she is pregnant, and knows that she will face great difficulties because of this… or if a pregnant woman’s ultrasound shows a fetus that has no fibulas, ankles, heels, or most of the other bones in its feet… well, what would Planned Parenthood recommend she do? The Son of God, by His own conception in the womb of Mary, consecrates every life. To abort and end any human life is evil. It is an attack upon Christ Himself.

But, surely abortion cannot be that significant. Surely something so small and insignificant as an 8-day-old fetus cannot have such importance! But, even at a week old, Jesus was having a great impact: causing Elizabeth’s son to leap for joy within her womb… leading Mary to speak words that Luke later wrote down as Holy Scripture – God’s Words – and are sung by Christians to this day. The Son of God came to save us all from the sins by which we deny Him – as we do with every sin. He became an embryo within the womb, and then a man who gave His life for us, that our every sin, from our beginning in the womb to when we take our last breath, might be forgiven; that we might have God as our loving Father and be filled with His joy.
Mary not only accepted this, and the great difficulties her unusual pregnancy would bring; she rejoiced in it! She rejoiced in her Savior. See with her that when God is working in your life, He is doing great things!... even if they are difficult things. We can therefore rejoice and say with Mary: “He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.”
Beth Long, in the Toyota commercial, said of her daughter, "[Her life] might not be easy, but it'll be amazing." Because of Jesus’ life – His beginning in the womb of Mary; His ministry, with His great miracles and powerful teaching of God’s Word; His suffering and death, bearing the sins of the world, and so your sins; His glorious resurrection on the 3rd day and His ascension to God’s right hand in heaven – your life, too, is amazing. No matter what physical difficulties and hardships you endure… no matter what mental strain, and pain, and decline… no matter, even, what sins you bear and guilt burdens you, Jesus bore the burden for you. He who became human within the womb of Mary and strengthened her to bear Him and raise Him lives within you who share Mary’s faith. He will strengthen you to bear His name and live in faith unto life everlasting! Amen.
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