PENTECOST 21, B – October 17, 2021
SCRIPTURES – Ecclesiastes 5:10-20; Hebrews 4:1-13; Mark 10:23-31

      Jesus said, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” They were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” Mark 10
You know, I’m sure, the phrase, “doubling down.” It’s usually used in a negative way: “Not only did he not take back what he said. He doubled down on it!” Well, today Jesus doubles down. A rich young man had come to Him and asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus responded, “Go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” What a demand! And when the man went away in sadness because he couldn’t do that, Jesus doubled down. He noticed that the crowds, and also His disciples, were amazed at how Jesus dealt with the man. Partly this was because in Jesus’ day they didn’t think about rich people as so many do today. You know: “They don’t pay their fair share… they’re greedy and selfish.” In Jesus’ day people admired rich people and thought, “Surely they have God’s favor, for He has blessed them!” But, in that rich young man who came to Jesus the people also saw this: he humbly knelt before Jesus… he knew, and strove to follow, God’s Law… he considered Jesus to be a good teacher and so wanted to learn from Him. What a fine young man! It amazed them that Jesus didn’t seem to appreciate this, and even said as he left, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” Astonished, they replied, “Then who can be saved?” And Jesus doubled down: “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” Great! So, no one will go to heaven!!... unless God intervenes.
That’s right. Unless God intervenes! Only God can save you from your sins, and the death and hell they merit. Only God can save you from eternal death and bring you into eternal life!

The problem with riches is that they obscure this. We are especially threatened by riches, for we – all of us – are very rich. We are members of the wealthiest, healthiest, most well-off society our world has ever seen. Now, sure, we have our problems. Prices are going up… we have supply problems right now… and, of course, we’re still dealing with a pandemic. Even so, we are incredibly well-off. 
· We live in safe, comfortable dwellings that are cool in the summer and warm in the winter.

· We have vaccines to keep us from getting seriously ill and medicines to help us get better when we are sick. We have surgeries that remove diseases, mend wounds, and replace diseased organs and arthritic joints.

· We enjoy food in abundance, and from around the world.

· We need never be bored, for a variety of entertainments are available at our fingertips. And if you’d like to see something that is far away… you can get there within hours, if you wish.

Oh, how wealthy we are! All of this gives a false sense of security, and of our ability to meet and handle whatever difficulties arise. It also tempts us to look with suspicion upon those who make demands upon what we have… and not just phone solicitors. If the Pastor speaks about tithing, giving 10% of your income to the Lord’s work – which God in His Word says His people should do – or if in a sermon he encourages you to increase your offering… “He’s always talking about money! Doesn’t the church ever have enough?” When a church has been blessed financially, as ours has, this becomes an easy excuse for dodging God’s ongoing will that you give. And, lord knows – and, in fact, He does know! – how much of our time and energy the pursuit of wealth and our enjoyment of it takes. Not only do riches provide a false sense of security; they keep us from devoting time to learning about our great and good God and receiving the eternal riches He gives in His Word and worship!
So, Jesus doubles down: “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God!... With man it is impossible.” So: can you hope to be saved? “All things are possible with God,” Jesus says.
You not only must look to Him; you can look to Him. You can trust in Him and be confident of His love and blessing. For, Jesus – He who is the true Son of God, eternally one with the Father and possessor of all that is God’s – calls you His child.
“Children…” When His disciples are amazed at His harsh treatment of the rich young man and His hard words about wealth, He begins His explanation with this word. “Children…” Don’t overlook this word. Let it leap off the page and into your mind and your heart! God’s beloved Son, His true Son from eternity, came into this world and our time in our flesh:

· And throughout His earthly life truly loved and trusted in and obeyed His heavenly Father.

· And, although the richest man of all – for all that is God’s is His!, utterly and completely gave of Himself to others; and especially to the poor and needy.

· And, although the richest of all in goodness and love and mercy, emptied Himself and became the poorest of all when He took within Himself the poverty and corruption of our sins and paid the eternal price for them all by enduring God’s judgment of them and dying on the cross.
This great Son of God has taken you to Himself! “Children…” He named you this when He baptized you, for in that divine act He put His name upon you. “Children…” So He makes you as He gives you His very body and blood. You are made one with Him, His flesh and blood! “Children…” So He says as He speaks to you in His Word. Believe your Lord and Savior! He has taken you as His child, and so made you God’s child. How rich you are in Christ Jesus!
This is our hope and our confidence. It is our strength when we fear because of what we don’t have in this life, and when we’re called to give up what we do have. I saw this so clearly in a child of God who used to be a member of this congregation: Pat Chan. She was a Chinese immigrant who lived a very simple life and never seemed to have much. And yet, she blessed us greatly after she died by including our church in her will and leaving us about $900,000! Who would have thought! But, that was not her real wealth. Her true wealth was her faith in Christ; and this strengthened her as, near the end of her life, she endured much hardship. How she suffered from severe back pain because of old compression fractures of the spine! She lived on pain meds and muscle relaxers, and was often sent to a convalescent home for rehab. One time, after a few days in rehab, she began bleeding internally because her blood had gotten too thin and she was taken to the hospital. She spent most of a week in CCU, and then was sent to a regular room. I remember walking into that room and seeing her sitting up and eating. How much better she looked! As we talked, she said to me in her broken English: “Oh, I really been suffering.” But then, her face lit up with a smile and she said, “But, I God’s child. He my Father! He so powerful. He a great God! He can do anything. So, I ok.”
So it is for all of us who follow Jesus. He has intervened for us in Jesus, and through Him has done what is impossible for us. He has saved us, and taken us to be His children. As it was for Pat it is for us. Everything is, and will always be, ok!
Let us, then, double down with Jesus. Let us bless the Lord at all times with how we use what God has given us, and also by having His praise continually in our mouths. Let us, as Ecclesiastes says, “eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with which [we] toil under the sun the few days of [our lives] that God has given [us].” This isn’t simply our lot. It is our joy… until the vanity of this life ends, and God brings us into the eternal rest His Son has prepared for His children. In the name of Jesus! Amen.
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