PENTECOST 22, B – October 24, 2021
SCRIPTURES – Jeremiah 31:7-9; Romans 3:19-28; Mark 10:46-52

As Jesus was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”… Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way. Mark 10

2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” So: what did God have in mind to teach us, and for what good works to equip us, as He, years after Bartimaeus was given sight by Jesus, breathed out through Mark’s pen this account of his healing? Did God want to encourage us to believe that no blind person need suffer anymore? They simply need to cry out to Jesus to be healed? Gee: it didn’t work for Bob Van Orsdel in his last years, or June O’Shaughnessy or Pat Chan. Was it because their faith was lacking?
I often stress context when I teach the Scriptures. This is something we mostly miss on Sunday mornings, for in church we hear only a small portion of Holy Scripture – this morning, just 7 verses from Mark. It’s interesting to note that right before this Mark had written how Jesus had told His 12 disciples that He would be rejected and put to death when He arrived in Jerusalem, and that they responded to this by getting into an argument over which of them was the greatest. They didn’t at all get that Jesus didn’t choose them in order to exalt them! It’s also interesting to note that Bartimaeus was the last person that Jesus healed (with the exception of the man whose ear was healed by Him after Peter cut it off when Jesus was arrested). And after He rose from the dead He did no healings or miracles at all… they were apparently no longer His focus. Why not?
So: what would God have us learn with Bartimaeus’ healing? The fact that we still have blind people – blind Christians, even – among us indicates that God’s main concern is not healing us in this life of whatever afflicts us.
When thinking about what God is teaching us with this account, consider what Bartimaeus did He do when Jesus told him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” Mark tells us, “immediately he recovered his sight and followed [Jesus] on the way.” Jesus’ way was now his way. And very soon – within just a couple of weeks or so – Bartimaeus saw Jesus rejected by the people, beaten, and nailed to a cross. That horrible event became the major focus of the Gospels. Far more ink is devoted to Jesus’ crucifixion than to any healing… and no healings are mentioned after it.
Is your focus, then, above all on the Jesus who died for you? Or, is it upon the powerful Jesus who can heal you and deliver you from every trial and tribulation? “Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord!” begins Ps. 130; and, like Bartimaeus, we certainly have times when we are in the depths and are moved to cry out to God. But, is your cry then, “Thy will be done”? And, do you also cry out at other times: times of joy and gladness… times of success and prosperity? Do you cry out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” when the need for mercy is not so evident? When we cry out primarily because of needs that we feel we cry out far too infrequently.

Listen to Bartimaeus this morning. “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” he cries to Jesus. He believes Jesus to be the mercy of God, and in faith holds onto this. He holds onto Jesus, and Him alone. And for this, Jesus commends him: “Your faith has made you well.”
Learn from Bartimaeus! We live in a day when even Christian churches speak of Jesus as but one option, one of many names for God – and there are many churches where this is heard, including some that have the name Lutheran. Bartimaeus does not speak of Jesus this way… nor does the rest of the Bible. “[Jesus] holds his priesthood permanently,” says Hebrews 7. He is not just a priest, one among many who cries out to God for us and so one among many to whom we can cry out. Nor is Jesus one whose cry is heard primarily because He is powerful and exalted above the heavens. Yes, He is; but Jesus was appointed, Hebrews 7 says, as the Son who offered up Himself as the sacrifice for sin and was made perfect forever. He is holy, and the source of holiness, and so “is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”
Think about that. Jesus “always lives to make intercession for [you].” Intercession for what? He invited Bartimaeus to name his need. “What do you want me to do for you?” And when he asked for sight, Jesus invited him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” He gave him what he asked for… but when Bartimaeus made Jesus’ way his way, he received so much more. I’m sure that seeing Jesus rejected and crucified was quite a shock. But there on that cross he saw – we all by faith see – our true healing. On the cross Jesus saved us to the uttermost. He saved us from our sins and all that they bring. 
Troubles in this life, and also their relief, can blind us. They can blind us to seeing that our greatest problem is our sins. As long as life is good and things are going well and we’re not suffering, we easily think that we’re ok and God is ok with us. But this is not so. We’re always in need of mercy, for we’re always sinners.
Jesus came to heal us to the uttermost. He did so by bearing our sins and offering up His life for us. The true healing and true sight that Jesus gives is seeing this… seeing and confessing your utter sinfulness and unworthiness, and yet clinging to Jesus and crying out for His help. “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Bartimaeus kept on crying this out. Cry out with him. Jesus helps the unworthy! Make Him, the One who offered Himself for sinners, your constant focus. Believe upon, focus upon, and cry out to Him. He will not pass you by, but will save you to the uttermost. He will forgive you and cleanse you of all sin… He will help you to more and more see His mercy… and finally, He will bring you through this life present you to His Father in the perfection of His holiness. Bring us into this complete healing soon, Lord! In Your name alone we ask this. Amen.
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