Pentecost 25, B – Nov. 14, 2021
SCRIPTURES – Daniel 12:1-3; Hebrews 10:11-25; Mark 13:1-13 

Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains. But be on your guard… the one who endures to the end will be saved.”

Have you ever waited for something and wondered if it would ever come? Lorayne and I have been waiting for her Social Security benefits. Last January we decided to apply for them. They’ve made it easy to do. You just go to the SSA website and sign up. Well, I tried to do so, but without success. I kept getting a message saying that the info I had entered – just her name, address, birth date, and SS # – was not correct. So, Lorayne had to call and make an appointment to speak on the phone with a rep (there have been no in-person visits since Covid began). To prepare for this she had to send in ID info, such as her birth certificate, passport, etc. Finally, in mid-May, she got to speak with someone. She found out that her name on her SS card was different from her birth certificate. The rep went through everything with her and said, “Ok, I’ll make the changes and check that you want to receive your SS. You should start getting it in 6-8 weeks.” Sure enough, in late July she got a letter from the SSA. It said: “You have applied to begin receiving your Social Security benefits. You are ineligible to receive them because you are not 65.” And to prove this, it listed her birth date: January 29, 1956. Gee, they’re right: she’s 65½, not 65! So, we filled out Form 561 appealing the rejection of benefits and send it in with – again – her birth certificate, passport, driver’s license, and a letter from the pope. We got a letter back in mid-Sept… which now incorrectly stated her date of birth! We hope to resolve this before Jesus returns.
Waiting for Jesus… we Christians have been waiting for so long now that it might seem that His return is only a wish, a dream. Are we still waiting because His return is in the hands of a heavenly bureaucracy? Government-inspired cynicism thinks this way.
Waiting for Jesus… It’s easy to do so when life is good and enjoyable and mostly free of problems. But, life in this world is not always this way. In fact, Jesus says that life in this world will be increasingly difficult as the time of His return nears. False Christs and false teachers of Christ will arise and deceive many. There will also be:
· Wars and rumors of wars

>   Earthquakes in various places
· Famines 

>    Increasing hatred
You can see these things present now… as have Christians throughout the ages. People in the 5th century expected Jesus to return, for Rome was overrun by pagan enemies four times: first the Visigoths, and finally the Huns, who brought an end to the Roman Empire and began centuries of economic, intellectual, and cultural decline that became known as the Dark Ages. In the 1300’s Jesus’ return was expected, for wars were constant; millions died of the Plague; and Christianity was in turmoil as two Popes were ruling at the same time, with each excommunicating the followers of the other. In every age life in this world brings sufferings, and we Christians are not exempt from them. False religious teaching, and especially about Christ, is truly evil; Jesus names it first when He gives signs of His return. It is abundant today – and not just from whackos like David Koresh or Sun Myung Moon, who both claimed to be Jesus. Many mainline churches – Presbyterian; Methodist; Episcopal; Lutheran (ELCA); etc. – now deny basic Biblical teachings that they once taught as God’s truth. They lead many astray because far too many do not read or know the Bible. God’s words are not in their hearts and written on their minds, and so, as the temple in Jerusalem was torn down stone by stone by the Romans in 70 AD, so their faith is torn down.
“The one who endures to the end will be saved,” Jesus promises. Will you be one? How can you endure? “Let us draw near [to God] with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water,” says Hebrews 10. God baptized you. In the sprinkling of that water in His name He cleansed you of your sins – your heart; your mind; and your body – and made you His child. Remember this! Remember that He made you holy – and made you to be holy – in Christ!
And so, do not offer up your heart and mind to sinful thoughts and desires. Oh, they come. Sinful thoughts and desires pop up all the time, for they live within us sinners. We cannot prevent their entering our hearts and minds any more than we can keep the birds from flying over our heads and occasionally pooping on us. But, as an old proverb says, you don’t have to let them make a nest in your hair. Respond to sinful thoughts and desires by drawing near to God through His Word. In fact, don’t just wait to respond; for, what if you do not recognize that a thought or desire is sinful? Hear God’s Word, read it, and learn it! The Holy Spirit will then be bearing witness to you and will “put [God’s] laws on your heart and write them on your mind.” (Heb. 10) The Holy Spirit will make you to see and know what is holy and what is not. He will lead you to recognize false Christ’s and false teachers, that you may avoid them. He will draw you to God’s truth and Christ’s true teachers, that you may “hold fast the confession of your hope without wavering.” (Heb. 10) As Daniel puts it: God will awaken you to everlasting life and make you wise, to “shine like the brightness of the sky above… like the stars forever and ever.”
These words to Daniel are not only about our eternal life in heaven. Yes, especially there Christ’s people will shine brightly with His light, and only His light. But Daniel was being told what would happen when Michael arose and delivered God’s people. Dan. 10 is a prophecy about the coming of Jesus. By His life, His death for our sins, and His resurrection He delivered us from death to life. As Hebrews says, “by a single offering” – Christ’s single sacrifice for sins – “[God] has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.”
You and I have been perfected in Christ. He alone, on the cross, offered the sacrifice for sins. It is done; you and I do not have to make up for our sins and make ourselves deserving of God and of eternal life with Him. He gave you this in your Baptism. But now, as you live the life God has given you here, you are being sanctified. God is bringing forth from you the holiness in Christ that He has given you. He uses the trials of false teachers and teachings… and wars and national strife… and natural disasters… and even strife in the family to make you tired of this world and yearning for heaven. He uses them to drive you to His Word for the truth and strength and comfort it brings. And, He uses them as opportunities to let your light shine to those who are in darkness.
An excellent example of this in our congregation is Beverly Weed, who I visited with yesterday in the nursing home where she now lives. Years ago Beverly, a faithful believer in Christ, stopped going to her church, which she had attended since she was a child. The Pastor and congregation turned away from the Bible’s teaching, especially about men and women and God’s will for our lives, and so she left. Beverly wasn’t going anywhere. Then, she became seriously ill and was hospitalized in intensive care. At that time I happened to visit her sister Marjorie and her husband at home, and she asked me to pray for Beverly. We did, and then I asked if I could visit her. This eventually led to Beverly coming to our church and again being ministered to with the Gospel of Christ. How she has rejoiced to hear His Word! And, she has been a wonderful witness to Him. Beverly has had many serious injuries and illnesses since then, but God has used them to put her into contact with many other people in need that she might comfort them with the comfort she has received in Jesus. She has been a great witness!
“Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever,” Daniel is told. Even in his day stars were used, especially by sailors, as guides. Did not the Magi follow the star to Jesus? God is making you His lights, His stars to guide others and turn many to Christ’s righteousness. Let your light shine through your love, even for the sinful… through your good works, directed and brought forth by God through His Word… and through your crediting Jesus as your life and the source of your love and good works, and your strength and peace in every need. You will encourage others – and will yourself be encouraged – and all the more as you see the Day of Christ’s return drawing near… as it surely is! May He come soon and deliver His people forever! Amen.
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