CHRISTMAS DAY 2021
SCRIPTURES – Isaiah 52:7-10; Heb. 1:1-6; John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men... And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1
Does it ever seem to you that Christmas is a long time coming… you’ll get to the cards, you have plenty of time… yea, you’ve got shopping to do and gifts to get, but there’s no rush… and then suddenly, bam! It’s here!!
Time is often like this. How quickly it flies by! In 1972 the singer and songwriter Jim Croce released a song in which he said:

If I could save time in a bottle
The first thing that I'd like to do

Is to save every day till eternity passes away

Just to spend them with you.

If I could make days last forever

If words could make wishes come true

I'd save every day like a treasure and then

Again, I would spend them with you.

He wrote these words after finding out that his wife was pregnant with their first child. What a beautiful song for her! It became a hit a year later… after Croce died in a plane crash.

We, of course, cannot save time in a bottle. Nor can we preserve and protect good times and keep them from being interrupted, or ended by tragedies. Even during the happiest times, such as Christmas, we battle with time:

· The memories of better times of joy in the past sometimes intrude, and we’re disappointed when we can’t recreate them.

· We enjoy as the happiest times the occasions when we have little children around us – our own, or our grandchildren. But, they won’t last. The best we can do is preserve them with pictures and videos.

We all know that we cannot win the battle with time. Time marches on… our world changes, and so do our lives. We cannot, no matter how hard we try, preserve the good times and prevent the bad times.

Today we celebrate our God – who is eternal and so timeless – entering into our time and taking it up in Himself! He has cleansed and blessed and saved our every day by putting time, not in a bottle, but in a manger… in the flesh of Jesus. “To us a child is born, to us a son is given!” cries Isaiah. Jesus, the eternal Word who is with God and is God… the powerful and eternal Creator through whom all things were made, and in whom is life; who, Hebrews says, “upholds the universe”… came to us as one of us: the son of Mary, a child of time. He came in the weakness and lowliness of a human body that was governed by time.
And, as they do for us, painful times came upon Him. Some came very quickly: 

· 8 days after he was born Jesus was circumcised, like all other Jewish boys.

Other painful days came later: “His own people did not receive Him,” John says. We all feel the pain of rejection at times. Jesus felt the deep hurt of the rejection, not just of Himself, but of His faith; of the faith God had given to His people Israel. Jesus came to His own people as their Messiah, their promised Savior; but they rejected Him and had Him put to death as a false teacher.
All of these painful things were not only expected; they were embraced and held close by the Son of God, the eternal Word. He did not come into our time-bound world to be different from us. He came in our weakness and lowliness, in our powerlessness, to take our sin and pain and mortality all up into Himself, put an end to them, and create for us new and eternal times… new and eternal lives.

Christmas is about Jesus, the eternal Son of God, putting Himself within and under time to deceive time; to end it and the woes it brings. It gladly received Him in His weak and lowly birth, thinking that it would rule over Him as it does over us. But time found in Jesus not weakness, but strength… not mortality and eventual death because of sin, but eternal power and life. The decay and destruction and death that time brings to us all it brings because of our sin. By our sins we bring painful times upon ourselves; and, finally, because of our sins we die. “The wages of sin is death,” God’s Word says. Sin brings aging and weakness and mortality to us. But, when Jesus filled our flesh with the power of His eternal life He swallowed up and destroyed our sin and death. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory.” (John 1:14)
God’s glory is His being born into flesh and blood, just like us, that the divinity and eternal life that then filled His flesh might be received by us and fill us. John says: “to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1) Our birth into Him takes place by His Word. Jesus “upholds the universe by the Word of His power,” Hebrews 1 says. Hear and believe His Word, believe in His name, and He will save your times… not in a bottle… but in a body. He will fill and uphold your flesh and your life, now and for all eternity! Time will pass away, but you, along with all of God’s people, will stand and see with your own eyes the Lord Jesus shining with the radiance of God’s glory! And you will sing:
Christ, to Thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to Thee

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unending praises be,

Honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory,

Evermore and evermore! Amen. (LSB #384:5)
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