CHRISTMAS 2, C – January 2, 2022
SCRIPTURES – 1 Kings 3:4-15; Ephesians 1:3-14; Luke 2:40-52
     Jesus said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them.
On this second day of the year of our Lord 2022, I would like you to put on your thinking caps and consider this question: what can we learn from Luke’s account of the 12-year-old Jesus at the temple in Jerusalem? It’s the only story in the four Gospels about Jesus as a child. Now, yes, there’s a Gospel of Thomas which has a number of stories about Jesus as a child.

· Jesus creates birds out of clay, then gives them life and they fly away.

· He lengthens a board that is too short for Joseph to use.

· He rebukes children who oppose him, and they drop dead.

But, these stories are from a Gnostic Gospel that was written 150-200 years after Jesus ascended into heaven. They are obviously fabricated. Luke’s Gospel, however, was known to the first Christians, and its accounts were confirmed by eyewitnesses. He wrote “that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.” (Luke 1:4) So: what certainty can Luke’s account of the 12-year-old Jesus give us?
First, let’s consider Jesus Himself. What do we learn about Him? Well, we see that He’s truly human; a child who could be preoccupied and forgetful of others, so that his mother said: “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 
· I remember one time when I was out with the police. We were searching for a child who didn’t come home after school. When we saw a small body face down in the Norwalk River… well, it was only a large doll, thank God! When the child was found at a friend’s house a couple of hours later, the parents said in grateful anger: “Why didn’t you tell us where you were going?”
You can imagine Mary’s and Joseph’s distress when they couldn’t find Jesus for 3 days! Why hadn’t He told someone that He wasn’t leaving but was staying in the temple to listen to and question the teachers of Israel’s faith? “Son, why have you treated us so?” Mary wouldn’t be the only person who accused Jesus of acting inappropriately. 
With this story Luke tells us that Jesus’ actions didn’t always seem right; not even to those who believed in Him. We are also misunderstood at times, aren’t we? Of course, with us our selfish desires and our thinking that we know best are often the reasons for our actions. With Jesus, it was His love of His heavenly Father, of His Word and worship. Such love may be misunderstood; but it is never wrong.
So: Luke shows us that, in many ways, Jesus is just like you and me. He’s a normal person, a normal child. But, he’s also more, isn’t He? He gets in trouble for spending time at church! When I was 12 I never got into trouble for that. When I was 12 I was in Confirmation, and more than once my Pastor had to search for my classmates and me because we were intentionally hiding from him in the church! Jesus, even as a child of 12, was filled with a simple trust in God that moved him to follow, and even pursue, God. He is who you and I are supposed to be, and so is our Savior also by his obedience, and not just by his sacrifice.
But, what about his excellent understanding of the Scriptures? Even at age 12 he amazed all who heard him with his understanding. He also knew who he was, knew of his special connection to God. “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” Of course, the Bible clearly teaches that Jesus was God in the flesh, even at age 12… even in the womb of Mary. She was told by the angel Gabriel, “behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.” (Luke 1:31-32) There was never a time when he merely human and was not God. But, did he always know this, or did he come to know this? This is a mystery. Luke does say that “Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature.” Like a normal child, he developed in both body and mind. Don’t be afraid to think of him as, at times, a preoccupied child – like other children. The more you see him to be like you the closer to you, the more understanding and forgiving of your sinful actions, he becomes.
And, don’t leave Mary and Joseph out of this; out of Jesus’ understanding of who he was. Did his parents tell him of his conception by the Holy Spirit? Did they tell him that the angel Gabriel said he would “reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end”? Well, why not tell him this? Luke tells us that they went to Jerusalem for the Passover every year. This says quite a lot about Joseph’s and Mary’s faith, for that would have been an expensive and time-consuming trip. Parents and grandparents, learn from Joseph and Mary. Don’t only teach your children about God. Be examples of faith. Model it in your home, and in your own words and actions. Also, teach your children who they are in God. The apostle Paul, in our reading from Ephesians 1, says that God the Father “has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ.” Teach your children that God has chosen them and blessed them eternally in Christ. How important this is, especially in our day when so many people don’t even know who they are, male or female or something else, much less what their purpose is in life. God has chosen you in His Son! He has given you an eternal inheritance in Him, and sealed you with His Holy Spirit in your baptism! Your primary role as parents and grandparents is teaching your children about their God and about who they are in Him. Luke holds up for us Mary and Joseph as models of good parenting. This is also what we can learn from this story of Jesus at age 12.
By bringing their family to the temple in Jerusalem every year, Joseph and Mary, also supported those whose special vocation was teaching this faith in God. Jesus showed his respect for them by listening to them and asking them questions. And so, from this story we learn to respect and honor those whom God has placed in vocations that are to support us and exercise authority. We don’t always do so, do we? No, we easily belittle and despise them, and especially when they’re not the best of people. Luther points out in the large Catechism that we are not to honor and obey our parents and other authorities only when they’re right (they’re often not!), but because they are God’s representatives to help us and guide us. Jesus respected the authority of His earthly parents and others in authority, even though they were inferior to him, that He might redeem us from our disobedience to the earthly authorities that our Father has placed over us. “In him we have obtained an inheritance,” Ephesians 1 says. His obedience of honoring and obeying fully is part of our inheritance. Christ’s obedience is credited as our obedience, through faith.
There is one final thing that we can learn from this story of Jesus at age 12: that being dependent, when it is the will of God, is good and pleasing to Him. This is important to learn, for we do not like dependency. In fact, we often fear it and avoid it.

This isn’t so much evident when we are children; although, as we grow, we fight against dependency and exert our own independence. But, as we grow older… and especially as we become old… we fear it and avoid it. Who wants to become dependent? Who wants to no longer be able to drive, or be unable to live alone? “I’d rather die than lose my independence!” Have you ever heard this? Said this? How does this show trust in God and an acceptance of the life he gives you? What does this say about the value of the lives of those who are dependent?
Even though his parents did not understand him, Jesus still was submissive to them. He accepted being dependent. In fact, in the incarnation God entered into a state of utter dependence. How, then, can being in such a state be unholy or fruitless?

Jesus is God in the flesh; God as one of us in our everyday lives. He is God hallowing our everyday lives: forgiving our sins of selfish desires, selfish thoughts, and selfish actions; and shaping our lives “to the praise of His glory,” as Paul says in Ephesians. Whether 1, or 12, or 30, or 50, or 90… whether you are increasing in wisdom and stature, or declining and becoming dependent… as a believer in Jesus you are one with Him. You are a holy child of God, for Jesus is your holiness! Thanks be to God for Him: the holy Child… the holy Man… our Savior! Amen.
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