EPIPHANY 2, C - January 16, 2022
SCRIPTURES – Isaiah 62:1-5; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11

This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. John 2
A couple of weeks ago – on Monday, January 3 – I got an email from one of our Pastors in Boston: “High, Bob. I hate to ask you last minute, but I got sidelined with COVID (doing fine). Would you have mobility to come up to my church to preach and celebrate Epiphany this Thursday evening? We'll roll out the red carpet for you. It'd be nice for them to see/meet you.” I thought about it and decided, yea, I can do that. So, 3 days later I drove to Boston. When I got there, dinner was laid out for me – a deli sandwich and a cannoli – and I was given a gift bag containing a bottle of fine scotch and a cigar. Now, the Service was wonderful. The choir was small – 6 people – but they sang beautifully. The organist was fabulous. And the people… well, I don’t know about those who tuned in via zoom, but the two people who attended were very gracious!
Two people… scotch and a cigar. Should I take this as a sign? “The Acting DP here? Well, he’s not my Pastor. And, for a bottle of scotch? He sounds like a lush!”
Is what people think important? Of course! We want people to think the right things, don’t we? Jesus did His first miracle to manifest (make evident) His glory. John calls it a sign; an act intended to make us realize something about Jesus. Realize what? 
Well… Jesus is great, isn’t He? What power He has: changing water into wine! Yes; but He’s not just a miracle-worker. John makes this clear by the way he writes the account of this miracle.
“On the third day there was a wedding…” The third day of what? When you read John’s Gospel from the beginning, you will see that he starts mentioning days. This 3rd day is actually the 6th day he mentions. Does anything come to your mind with this? Consider also how Jesus did this miracle. He didn’t wave His hands over the jars of water; or, hold up of a container of water before the people, bless it, and pour it into the jars. “Fill the jars with water. [Now,] draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” No theatrics, just a few words… spoken from a distance, and not directly over the water… and spoken on the 6th day, to bring forth something new. Does anything come to mind? Of course: creation! God, over six days, speaking and bringing all things into existence!
This almighty God... the eternal, timeless, infinitely powerful Creator of all things… has come among us as a man. He is Jesus! This is what John wants us all to realize.
“Well, I’ve believed that for years, Pastor.” How blessed you are to believe this! So many think that it is ridiculous to believe this. Some condemn it as a lie, as blasphemy. It’s shameful to think that God could become so weak! In Jesus we see, however, not weakness but the strength of God’s love for us weak and lowly sinners. We cannot ascend to Him, so He gladly comes down to us!
In Jesus, the man who is God… and in this, His first miracle… we see most clearly what God is like; and this is so important to see; to know; to realize. After all, an all-powerful Creator: 

· Who made you, and upon whom your life depends.

· Whose righteousness is, as Ps. 36 says, like the mountains: great and strong, unchanging and unmoving. He doesn’t change in what He expects of you.
· And who is also mysterious at times, not making sense to us – as we even see in Jesus. “Woman, what does this have to do with me?” Did you ever speak that way to your mother?
Such a God is uncomfortable to think about. And so, maybe you don’t think about Him. But, whether you do or you don’t, He thinks about you. God’s eyes are always upon you.
How about changing Him? Make Him fit in more with how you think, so that He is more comfortable to you! Even we devout Christians are judgmental creatures who can fall into this. Many Christians think that Jesus made non-alcoholic wine, because they believe that the consumption of alcohol is sinful. Yea; and I can just hear the master of that wedding feast saying, “Man, this non-alcoholic stuff is the best I’ve ever had!” Changing the Scriptures and what they say about God, even in a small way, will bring about unrighteousness and not righteousness. In fact, nothing you do can bring about the righteousness that pleases God. This first miracle of Jesus makes this very clear.
There were six stone jars, each holding 20-30 gal., at that wedding feast. They were there for purification. If you touched something that was considered unclean by the rabbis, and so became unclean yourself… if you were concerned that a plate you were going to use might have been touched by sinful hands… you could go and sprinkle that plate, and yourself, with that water while saying certain prayers. You would then be clean and could enjoy yourself! Six stone jars, each holding 20-30 gal… that’s a lot of water… a lot of uncleanness! Imagine being at a wedding reception where you have to wear an N-95 mask, and will immediately be shown the door if you take it off… where you’re seated 6’ apart… where no dancing is allowed… where what you drink, and how much, is carefully monitored; only two!… where your food is measured out… and the topics of conversation are controlled by equity monitors at each table. Well, there won’t be any hurtful words or sinful thoughts there, will there? And, no chance of getting Covid either… right?
“Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” Our efforts to cleanse ourselves, and also to keep sin’s uncleanness away from us, fail; always. Jesus replaces our useless efforts with His own, which are utterly different and infinitely better. The water He provides – and in such great abundance – becomes the best that has ever been tasted. Washed with the best wine of His cleansing water, His baptism, your entire life is holy and new!
See yourself that way. See yourself as God sees you in His Son: “You shall be called My Delight Is in Her,” [Hephzibah is the Hebrew word] “and your land Married; for the Lord delights in you, and your land shall be married. For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” See yourself as God’s Hephzibah, His beautiful bride in whom He delights and upon whom He loves to lavish gifts! This is what John with His Gospel wants us to realize about our God: He is good, and loves to lavish His good upon us! This is why Jesus did His first miracle at a wedding. Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled! God sent us His Son because He rejoices over us! His banner over us is love! Is Jesus!
Realize also that His people – your fellow believers in Jesus who sit in the pews with you – are also those in whom God delights. Delight in them yourself. My Hephzibah! When you see sin and wrong – and how can we not? Who does not sin? – do as Jesus did with the bridegroom who failed to provide enough wine. Cover that sin; do not mention it. And, don’t assume sin – which is so easy to do. I’m sure that God’s beautiful Hephzibah in Boston didn’t look upon me as I said at the beginning of this sermon. There are many understandable reasons, especially in this time of Covid, why so few were present. Look for the good! Jesus even allowed the bridegroom to get the credit for the good wine that he didn’t provide. Even so, build up your brothers and sisters in Christ, and don’t worry about yourself.
God is incredibly and abundantly good to us. He loves to lavish His gifts upon us in His Son, and especially here in His banqueting house. Rejoice, then, Hephzibah; you in whom your Lord delights! His banner over you is love! In Jesus, our heavenly Bridegroom. Amen.
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