EASTER, C – April 17, 2022
SCRIPTURES – Isaiah 65:17-25; 1 Cor. 15:12-26; Luke 24:1-12

“Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” Luke 24
Easter is rightly called the most glorious of days! But, it did not begin with glory. It began with sadness, and not joy… with perplexity and confusion, and not with excitement and eager expectation. It began with a group of sad women, trudging to a grave, going to do their duty for the dead.

Suddenly, this all changed. Suddenly two men, their clothing shining with a dazzling light, appeared and asked them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” A strange question, really; one that startled them as much as their presence startled them. For, the women were not seeking the living. They were seeking the dead! And what the men said next was also startling and strange: “He is not here, but has risen!” “Oh, praise God! Can it really be? But… wait: where is He? Where did He go?” Why didn’t the men tell them this? Was Jesus having a breakfast sandwich at Cohen’s Bakery on 4th Street? It would have been nice to know where He was, so that they could find Him and see Him and hold Him close!

The message of Easter – of life triumphing over death, swallowing it up and leaving no trace, no grief… of the intentions and plans of evil people being utterly defeated: “the horse and his rider He has thrown into the sea… Your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy!”… of joy not simply replacing sorrow but driving it out completely… all of this in the news that Jesus has risen from the dead and is alive! – this is all God’s work, and His alone. “Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth!” God cries out in Is. 65. “Behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a gladness…” God, and God alone, has done this! “Be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create!”
This is the day which the Lord – not the women… not Jesus’ disciples… and certainly not us – which the Lord has made! He made it as He made all things at the beginning: out of nothing. What can be more nothing than death, with its negating of life? The Lord alone has made this day, and made it as He made all things at the beginning: by His voice; His Word, His message. This is why Jesus was not immediately present to the women, and then to His disciples. God’s voice… the Word, the Word: listen to it! Listen, and you will be made alive! You will be filled with His joy!
The Word of God… the message of Jesus, crucified for our sins and raised to life again because of their forgiveness: thanks be to God for this Word! Because of the message of Jesus, our Easter does not begin as it did for the women and for Jesus’ disciples: with sorrow and confusion… although, even we, Christ’s people, can still spread confusion and leave people in sorrow.

· Do you remember the movie, My Big Fat Greek Wedding, which came out 20 years ago? It’s the story of Toula Portakalos, a 30-year-old Greek woman who is single and who, to the sorrow of her parents and family, seems to have no likelihood of getting married – until she meets Ian Miller. They fall in love… but this is a problem, as Ian is not Greek and has no understanding of Greek culture. How I laughed to see him, and especially his quiet and reserved parents, overwhelmed by Toula’s huge, and loud and boisterous, family! Well, they decide to get married, so Toula tries to help Ian understand her Greek culture and even learn some Greek. As they are at her family’s Easter celebration, she tells him, “To say, ‘Happy Easter!’ we say, ‘Christos anesti,’ and the other person says back, “’Alethos anesti.’ So, try it. Say, ‘Christos anesti.’” And Ian, of course, botches the words. He greets her father, “Cheestro anesti!” and he responds (in Greek), “My people were writing philosophy while yours were swinging in trees!” 

Yes, on Easter Greek Orthodox Christians greet each other with, “Christos anesti!” So do we. The angels who greeted the women at Jesus’ tomb did so, also. But, Christos anesti does not mean, “Happy Easter.” It means, “Christ is risen!” Christos anesti!! Alethos anesti! – He is risen indeed!
Do not let this message be obscured or corrupted – as it so often is in our sad, fallen world which does not rejoice in truth and clarity. “Remember how He told you,” the angels told the women at the tomb. “The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” Jesus had to die on the cross for sins… for our sins:
· Our fear of being rejected by others, which leads us to not proclaim clearly our faith in Jesus, and even be silent about Him. This is denying Him – like Peter did during Jesus’ trial.

· Our failure to take Jesus’ words seriously, to learn them and remember them and believe them to be good by following them, having them guide our lives.

God hates such sins, as He hates all other sins. He hates them because they destroy faith. They bring death, and not life, for they divide us from Him, our Creator and only source of life. So, God put sin to death. Jesus died because of our sins. We put Him on the cross… we – not the Romans, and certainly not the Jews – we put Him to death!
And Jesus accepted this. He who is God’s mighty right hand, who could have shattered His enemies who arrested Him and cried out for His death, chose to instead allow His enemies to shatter Him. And by His death Jesus has redeemed us. He has paid the price of our sins, purchased us from sin and death and the rule of Satan, and brought us into God’s kingdom. He has brought us with Him into life! His resurrection is God’s message that He has indeed done so. Your sins are forgiven! God is at peace with you. “You are My people, My chosen,” God says. “Behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a gladness. I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no more shall be heard the sound of weeping and the cry of distress.” (Is. 65)

Christos anesti! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen! Remember how he told you.” This is God’s glorious message. This is what this day is all about.

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: I know that my Redeemer lives! (LSB 461:8)
Amen and amen!
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