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Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God the price of his life, for the ransom of their life is costly and can never suffice, that he should live on forever and never see the pit… Man in his pomp will not remain; he is like the beasts that perish. But God will ransom my soul from the power of the grave, for he will receive me. Ps. 49
How much are you worth? I don’t mean financially; the total value of your bank accounts, your stocks and bonds, your property and possessions, etc. I mean, how much is your life worth? You know, your life does have a price, a value.

· Government agencies place a value upon it. This value is used to determine whether a program or benefit is worthwhile and necessary.

· Insurance companies do the same.

And we all know that life – living – has a cost; a price, a value. It takes money to support yourself. Then, there are physical and emotional costs to supporting life. There’s even a cost to dispose of life. Funerals aren’t free!
What is your life worth to God? We all “owe” God, in a sense, for your life and my life and every life comes from Him. And at the end, we must answer to Him for how we have lived the life He gave us.

So: what is your worth to God? What is your value? It’s great, according to Him. “The ransom of [a person’s] life is costly and can never suffice,” Psalm 49 says. Suffice for what? For ensuring that you “live on forever and never see the pit” – the place of destruction. No one wants to go there, or even think of it.
· Even those who don’t believe in God usually speak as if there’s some kind of life after this life. 
But, getting there… attaining it… how much does that cost? God in His Word says, “Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God the price of his life.” (Ps. 49) No one has enough money, for God values you far more than any amount of money. No one has enough good works, for God is not so cheap with His love and favor as to be able to be bought off by doing good. He who is so full of love that He gave His only Son for you deserves complete love in return. Is God of such value to you that you love Him completely? That you trust Him completely, without ever doubting Him? That you honor Him with your complete obedience; not only with your actions but especially with your heart, your desires? God deserves no less… but we certainly give Him less. “All we like sheep have gone astray,” Isaiah says. “We have turned – every one – to his own way.” We have put more value on our lives and our desires than on our God and His desires for us. There will be a cost, an accounting, for this.
Especially on this day we remember that God in mercy took this cost upon Himself, and He covered the debt we owe. Our lives have an incredible value to God… and so He sent to us and for us an incredibly valuable life: His eternal Son. As the eternal and holy Son of God who became man and lived a completely holy life, Jesus is of infinite value. But, how poorly was he known and appreciated! “He had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him,” Scripture says. “He was despised and rejected by men.”  But not by God! God says of Him, “His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Jesus, being true God, one with the Father and the Holy Spirit, is of infinite value! And yet, God sent Him to us as a humble servant who would take upon Himself the cost of our sins and pay for us the debt we owe. He had this in mind from the beginning, as He announced to Adam and Eve while they stood before Him in their sin. Already then God had Jesus and His sacrifice in mind, for already then He had you in mind.
God had in mind to give His Son for you; to give His infinite life for your finite life. Above all, God had this in mind: to “lay on him the iniquity of us all.” Although we have turned — every one — to our own way, Jesus willingly gave Himself “as a ransom” – a substitute, the costly payment that more than covers the debt we owe. “He was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.”
Make this personal. See Jesus dying on the cross, not only for the world, but for you. Your Lord invites you to do so. The Holy Spirit, the author of the Scriptures, says in John 3:16, “God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” Make yourself one of the whoever. Believe and confess that it is your sins that put Jesus on that cross, for then it is your sins that His death paid for and removes. His triumph over them by His resurrection to eternal life is, then, also yours.

It is by this faith that we see the true value of this day… of Jesus’ bloody death. “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed,” Jesus says. You can therefore look upon Jesus’ death with more than just sadness and regret. You can look upon it with joy! And, you can look upon your own death, when it approaches, with sadness and yet joy. For, you can say with the psalmist, “Man in his pomp will not remain; he is like the beasts that perish. But God will ransom my soul from the power of the grave, for he will receive me.” He surely will! For Jesus, the Son of God who is of infinite value, died and rose for you and for me!!
Thanks and praise to our loving Father, who has given to us His Son! Amen.
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