PALM/PASSION SUNDAY – April 10, 2022
SCRIPTURES – Zech. 9:9-10; Phil. 2:5-11; Mark 11:1-11; Ps. 118
“Have this mind among yourselves…” says Paul in Phil. 2. Well, which mind? In today’s Service we see many minds. 
· There are the excited minds of the people who joyously greet Jesus on the way into Jerusalem. “He’s finally got His mind right,” they think. “He’s coming as our king to free us all!” Their minds are focused above all on the blessings He can bring them.

· There’s the mind of tradition that sees what Jesus is bringing as wrong because it’s different. The Pharisees who wanted Jesus to silence the rejoicing of the crowds were of this mind. So also were the Jewish leaders who arrested and tried Jesus. Jesus was not following their customs and was breaking their rules! And so, they weren’t willing to listen to Him.
· Then, there is the fearful mind – such as we see in Peter. This mind is afraid to embrace and speak the truth because of the rejection it will bring.

We know these minds well, because we have each of these minds at times. They are not, however, the minds God wants us to have.
“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus…” Jesus shows us another mind: a humble mind that is willing to submit and follow and serve. He willingly submits to a false arrest and sham trial and doesn’t defend Himself, because His Father’s will was that He bear our sins and offer up His life as the payment for them. “Father, forgive them…” He who declares to the high priest that He would be “seated at the right hand of the power of God” allows Himself to be nailed to a cross and killed so that the Father might fulfill this request! The Son of God who had done nothing wrong gives Himself up to death, that we – the ones who commit sins and justly deserve the due reward of death and hell for them – might be forgiven and be with Him in paradise!

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus…” Thanks be to God, Jesus doesn’t just show us this mind of humble service. It is yours! He has given it to you! When? How?
Look at our baptismal font, where Nile was just baptized. A dove is on the cover. It is a reminder of God the Holy Spirit, who in the form of a dove descended upon Jesus when He was baptized. Now, Jesus had the same baptism as everyone else. He was baptized in the same water, and by the same man. The only difference is that the blessing which that baptism gave to them all – the Holy Spirit – was only seen in His baptism. The Bible says of the Holy Spirit: “The Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.” (1 Cor. 2:10-11) The Holy Spirit, the mind of God: He is given and received in Baptism. In Christ’s… in Nile’s… in yours!
“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus.” Be willing, like Jesus, to be low; to be humble and let God lead you. God leads by His Word, which is all about Jesus. Hear it and believe it, and you will be filled with His mind, His Holy Spirit. He will lead you to serve as Jesus did – in glad obedience to Him who is your good Father, and so for the blessing of others – and in the confidence that He will not let you fall but will bring you to paradise. And, He will lead you to say, with a joy that is filled with the understanding of faith, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
In the name of Jesus. Amen.
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