EASTER 6, C – May 22, 2022
SCRIPTURES: Acts 16:9-15; Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27; John 16:23-33
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.” John 16:23
Boy, what a promise this is that Jesus gives! “Whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you.” Whatever! I’ll bet that a skeptic and unbeliever would love to hear this promise of Jesus. Then, you see, he could hold it up as evidence against you… against Jesus. After all, it would seem easily provable that this promise is not true. Have you received everything you’ve asked for in the name of Jesus? Has any Christian? Tell me this: would you share this Scripture with a Christian friend who is dying of cancer? Well, you know something? I hope that you would. May we never sin against our Lord and Savior like skeptics and unbelievers by ignoring or avoiding or doubting any promise of His!
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you.” What a promise! What sticks out to you in this promise? What is it that you hear and remember most? It’s the word, “whatever,” isn’t it? I’m sure Jesus didn’t speak it with a shrug and a sigh… you know, like you when you’re presented with several options for dinner, none of which you really want, and you respond, “Eh, whatever.” No, Jesus asserted strongly: “Whatever you ask…” Ask anything!
Now: did you hear Jesus say, “whatever you ask in my name…”? In my name: what does He mean by this? What does this imply?

Jesus: that is the name of the victorious One, the Easter Savior, the mighty Lord whom no opponent could ultimately overcome, no matter how great and violent their hatred – not even Satan himself and all his hosts! Jesus is the name of Him upon whom no sin could remain and hold in death and the grave and, finally, consume with decay. Jesus is the name of the risen and victorious Lord who can never again be threatened by sin and death… who, after His resurrection and before His ascension told His disciples, “All power in heaven and earth has been given to me.” Yes, Jesus is the victorious Savior at whose name “every knee shall bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,” Holy Scripture declares in Phil. 2.
And yet, after He rose from the dead in triumph this mighty Jesus did not go to the house of Caiaphas, the High Priest who declared Him a blasphemer and worthy of death, and say to him, “What do you think of me now?” He did not show Himself to Pontius Pilate, who scornfully asked him, “Are you a king?” and prove that He really was king over all. Even after His glorious resurrection Jesus remained the gentle Lamb of God whose greatest desire was to draw people to Himself by His gentle service of them.
For this reason, after He came forth from the grave, Jesus showed himself in his resurrected and eternally living body to His disciples and then said to them, “As the Father sent me, even so I am sending you.” How did the Father send Him? In lowliness and meekness… as a servant to sinners, to put his own desires in submission and offer himself to them for their good. After his resurrection, we still see this. In fact, even in heaven Jesus is still seen and praised as the gentle Lamb of God, as we hear in the book of Revelation.
It is because Jesus remains our gentle Lamb and Savior that we can be confident that whatever we ask of the Father in His name, He will give to us. For, when it comes to our prayers, Jesus certainly knows what we ourselves know, yet are hesitant and unwilling to admit: 

· That what we request in prayer is easily and often prompted by selfish desires. God’s good will and what is good for others… be honest: is this what is foremost in your mind and heart? Although we say, “Thy will be done,” often what we really want is that our will be done.
· And Jesus knows that our inability to be completely willing to let God say “No” or “Not now” to our prayers is because we don’t believe without doubt that He will do what is best. We doubt Him. And so, we don’t ask for “whatever” with confidence, but with the attitude, “Yea, whatever…”
A victorious Lord who has crushed all sin and doubt under His feet and expects the same from his followers will tolerate no such doubts or hesitancy in prayer. He will not hear them! Now, Jesus is our victorious Lord. He does expect us to trust Him and not doubt as we cry out to Him. But, He remains a gentle Lamb and Savior who receives weak and hesitant sinners, and it is this that enables us to pray, and do so confidently. He will receive and respond to our prayers: not because we pray so well, so confidently, but because of His mercy. He will cleanse our prayers of all impurity and offer them to the Father, and He will receive them as good and holy and pleasing.

It was just hours before Jesus went to the cross that He said, “Whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you.” He knew that He was leaving His disciples, and that they would have great tribulation. We all do, and tribulations will increase as the day of His return nears. “But take heart; I have overcome the world,” He told them. Jesus spoke these victorious words just hours before He was crucified, that we might see that it is by the weakness of the cross that sin, death and hell are defeated and so let the cross define and fill our requests for “whatever.”
First, it is by the weakness of Jesus’ cross that sin, death and hell are defeated. By His death the penalty we have incurred by our sins – above all, God’s anger and punishment – has been paid. We are now able – we are now told – to see God, not as an almighty ruler and fearsome judge who will condemn us, but as a loving Father who will receive us. “The Father Himself loves you,” Jesus says. He is ready and eager to hear us! The cross, the greatest sign of His love, enables us to pray to our Father for “whatever.”
Then, it is by the cross of being lambs like Jesus as we live our lives… by not having our own will but our heavenly Father’s will done in our lives, even when it means suffering pain and loss… that sin, death and hell are defeated: for you, and for others.
A good example of Jesus fulfilling His promise to give “whatever you ask of the Father in my name” by bringing about good for others is our reading from Acts 16. Paul was on his second missionary journey, bringing the Gospel of Jesus to those who had not heard. I’m sure that Paul was praying frequently, asking the Lord to open people’s hearts to hear and believe. God the Holy Spirit responded with a vision, directing Paul and those with him to go to Philippi. Well, what a poor prospect for success it seemed! Few Jewish believers were there to tell that their Messiah had come, and the only persons who listened and believed were Lydia and her family. And shortly after that the people rioted against Paul, believing he was opposing their gods and their customs, and he and Silas were beaten and thrown into prison. But the end result of their sufferings was that his jailer and his family believed and were baptized. A church grew which became a great supporter of Paul, praying for him and sending him money to support him. Because the Holy Spirit sent Paul to them and had him endure those trials, we even have a letter from Paul to them - the book of Philippians in the Bible – that blesses us all!
As God answers our prayers for “whatever” with the cross of suffering with Jesus, He also leads us to tire of this world and look to the life and world to come – pictured for us so beautifully in Revelation. And so we see and yearn for the great hope that lies before us; a hope that is certain because the Church, even though it is “the Bride of the Lamb,” the suffering Savior, is yet a beautiful and great city that is strong and powerfully protected. Angels are at its gates, and “the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb” are within it. So: we need never fear!
And we need never be silent. “Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you,” promises our Savior. Believe Him, and pour out your requests to God! And, as Paul says in Philippians 4, “the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Amen.
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