PENTECOST – June 5, 2022
SCRIPTURES – Psalm 104; Genesis 11:1-9; Acts 2:1-21; John 14:23-31
     “The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you.” John 14
Today is a day to celebrate, for God has given us the greatest of gifts: the Holy Spirit. The 3rd Person of the Holy Trinity, who is true God with the Father and the Son… “the Lord and Giver of life” (Nicene Creed), who bursts forth not just with life but with the great goodness and joy of eternal life… this great Holy Spirit is poured out in abundance upon us to fill every single one of us and make each of us a dwelling place of God Himself! This, then, is truly a day to celebrate and be glad!
· It’s fitting that the Holy Spirit came down on the day of Pentecost, which was a harvest feast of the Jewish people. The harvest is when the crop that was planted is no longer just hoped for and anticipated, but is in hand… is brought into the home, fills the cupboard and the plate, and is enjoyed.

On this day of Pentecost God rejoices over us as His harvest by giving us His Holy Spirit. Jesus says of Him, “He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” So: the Holy Spirit brings us Jesus Himself! He brings the holy and eternal Son of God:

· Who 2,000 years ago became flesh for you and was born for you…

· Who did great miracles, ending every disease and suffering, not only restoring joy to peoples’ lives but restoring creation itself…

· Who took off of you and upon Himself your sins and suffered God’s threatened punishment of them in your place, even death and hell itself…

· Who rose from the dead, alive again in His very body, promising and guaranteeing that we, too, shall in our bodies rise from the dead…

· Who ascended to the Father in heaven to prepare a place for us with Him.

The Holy Spirit brings this Jesus, this eternal Savior, to you… not just to be before your eyes, but to dwell within you. And, not just Jesus; the Holy Spirit who came down and filled the very bodies of those first disciples who loved and followed Jesus brings the Father and the Son to fill you who love and follow Jesus. “If anyone loves me,” says Jesus, “he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” Your body is the dwelling place, the home, of the Triune God! His Holy Spirit brings this about. Think of the Holy Spirit, then, as the farmer who brings in the crop… as the grocer who sets it before you in abundance. Like Peapod at Stop and Shop, He even brings Jesus, your bread of life, to your home. And He does so freely! The Holy Spirit, with the blessings of life and salvation in Jesus that He brings, is a gift, given to you by your Father in heaven, and sent to you in the name of Jesus.

What a wonderful gift is the Holy Spirit, whom the Father has sent and Jesus has poured out upon us and within us! “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you,” says Jesus of the Holy Spirit. But then, He goes on to say, “Not as the world gives do I give to you.” Because God the Holy Spirit, who is not of this world, is given to us who are in this world and part of this world, this great gift of the Holy Spirit will bring a struggle – a continual struggle – to us. Yes, we are Christians, believers in Jesus. We have the entire Godhead dwelling within us! But, His presence is hidden. We are also people who live in this world: a world which is not hidden. It doesn’t know our God and hates and rejects His ways, and this opposition to our God and us is very much before our eyes and in our daily lives. It has a constant and continual impact upon us. We also remain in the sinful flesh in which we were born. The Holy Spirit hasn’t transformed it and purified it yet. And this flesh of ours, with its desires, strives greatly to be satisfied.
We are not unlike those people of long ago who set out to build a city and a tower with its top in the heavens to make a name for themselves. Do we not work and strive? Do we not want to be successful, and take pride in our successes? Do we not want to make a name for themselves, to be gladly remembered and not forgotten? None of us, of course, have celebrations in our honor like the Platinum Jubilee which Great Britain is celebrating to mark the 70th anniversary of Queen Elizabeth’s reign, but we do enjoy birthday parties and other celebrations in our honor.

Such desires and celebrations are not wrong, of course. God also wants you to have a name; to be remembered and not pass away and be forgotten, as if you never were. God wants you to live forever, in fact, and with Him! The problem with the people who built the city of Babel is that they went about it in the wrong way. They did not entrust themselves to God by following His command, but ignored and opposed His command. “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.” – that was God’s command to them. The people built Babel so they would not be dispersed over the face of the whole earth. Their own desires, and not God’s, filled their hearts and motivated their actions. And so, God came down and dispersed them by confusing their language.
God’s gift of the Holy Spirit does not reverse this. We Christians do not all now live together gladly and speak the same language. We don’t all have the same desires, or live free from desires that are opposed to God’s will. The Holy Spirit filled Christ’s followers on that first Pentecost, 50 days after Easter, so that they could speak of Jesus and proclaim the blessings of forgiveness and new life in Him to others, no matter what language they spoke. The Holy Spirit broke down the barrier of language by enabling Jesus’ disciples to speak immediately in languages they did not know, so that struggling sinners could live in the forgiveness of Jesus and be united with Him by faith.

This is an ongoing challenge. For, more than language divides us. Attitudes and distrust divide us. Some mocked the disciples on Pentecost, saying of them, “They are filled with new wine!” As if alcohol gives you the ability to speak in another language! Even so, your listening to and believing God’s words can lead people to mock you for doing so instead of actually considering what His Word says. The fact that the Holy Spirit primarily comes through and works through Jesus’ words – and this is what Jesus declared when He promised His disciples, “He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you” – means that Christ’s words must be primary in our lives. We cannot have the Holy Spirit apart from them. “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word,” Jesus says. Words… the reading of them, teaching of them, and the preaching and hearing of them… they don’t seem very “spiritual.” They don’t move us like music does, or as do pictures and experiences. Hey, why doesn’t the Holy Spirit blow mightily through and shake our building today? Why doesn’t He appear in little tongues of fire on our heads? Well, “the wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Jesus says (John 3:8). We control the Holy Spirit even less than we control the wind. But, blow He does, and mightily through our Lord’s words. This is Jesus’ promise. You must trust His promise and, like a boat that puts up its sail to harness the wind, put the Bible before your eyes and its words in your ears. You must love them as you love Jesus, and so hear them and follow them. Then you will always have the Holy Spirit, with the Father and the Son, within you. You will be His home.
Be a person of the Word, a constant and ardent hearer of and believer in the Word of God’s salvation in Jesus. Give thanks that you are a member of a church that loves the words of God, that strives to proclaim them clearly and carefully hold to them all. May we always be a people of the Word! We will then be people who, even though we are sinners, God the Father continually fills with His Holy Spirit and blesses forever in Christ. His peace be with us and fill us always! Amen.
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