TRINITY SUNDAY, C – June 12, 2022
SCRIPTURES – Prov. 8:1-4, 22-31; Acts 2:22-36; John 8:48-49; Ps. 16

“The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his work… then I was beside him, like a master workman, and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the children of man.” Prov. 8
This reading from Proverbs 8 speaks of wisdom; specifically, of the wisdom of God. Well, tell me: where’s the wisdom in a congregation losing a pastor they love, and who loves them and is happy to be among them? Let’s consider the wisdom that has brought us here.

When I was a young man I really loved the outdoors, and so loved hiking and backpacking. So, I thought about going to college to study forestry. But, there were few jobs in that profession then. My pastor’s son was in engineering school at the U. of Cincinnati and suggested that I go there, as I was good at math and science. So, I did. I followed man’s wisdom. If I had continued in that, I would never have been here.
In my 3rd year of college I was becoming increasingly unhappy. One weekend I went with a friend to a church sponsored careers conference, where professionals spoke to us about their careers. One was a pastor who spoke to us and said, “You young men: why do you want to be a doctor? A lawyer? An engineer? They are good professions, but God needs pastors.” I felt that he was speaking God’s wisdom to me, and so I made the decision that day to drop out of engineering school and study for the ministry. And I loved it. The study of and learning of the Bible… it’s Greek and Hebrew languages… theology classes… preaching classes… I loved it all.
Toward the end of my 2nd year of seminary I was thinking about my upcoming vicarage year, when I would spend a year learning under a pastor in a church. In my wisdom I thought, “I have no girlfriend and no attachments. This would be a great time to go where I can enjoy beautiful country and hiking, someplace I’ve never been.” So, I asked for a vicarage in Anchorage, Alaska. My wisdom. If that had been followed, I would probably never have been here. Instead, the seminary in its wisdom sent be me to a congregation in the Boston area. I was disappointed. Liberal New England? What could a conservative Midwestern boy find there? I found a great Pastor and great people who taught me so much. A girl I fell in love with. And a District that would call me back – to which God, through His people, would call me back – when I graduated from the seminary. It was God’s wisdom, not mine or yours, that brought me to New England… and, eventually, brought me here.
Wisdom is one of what are known as the attributes, or characteristics, of God. He is eternal, with no beginning and no end; almighty, with a power that cannot be frustrated or resisted; all-knowing, with nothing – past, present, or future – escaping His notice. These are a few of the attributes of God. They’re heady concepts, really; things that are not only hard to wrap your head around but are hard to be comfortable with. They make God seem very distant, for we are none of these things and cannot fully understand these things. 
And so, God speaks of His wisdom very personally in Proverbs. He even speaks of His wisdom as a person. “The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his work… then I was beside him, like a master workman, and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the children of man.”
Listen to your God. His wisdom is more than just an attribute that characterizes Him. His wisdom is a person: Jesus, God the Son who, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, shares in the attributes of eternity and knowledge and power, and every other attribute of God.
Now, that God in His wisdom became a man, a human being just like us: this does not seem wise. How can God be present to help us anywhere and everywhere, no matter where we are, when He becomes located in a body and lives in a specific place? How can He be powerful to help us when He becomes a human being who, although He can do some great things at times, also becomes hungry and tired and is very limited and weak? How can we trust His knowledge and wisdom when He becomes a child who increases in wisdom and in stature, as Luke 2 says of Him?

And yet, this was God’s wisdom. More than that, this was God’s delight. “I was daily [the Lord’s] delight,” wisdom says in Proverbs 8, “rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the children of man.” God delighted in what seems foolish to us: in becoming a weak and lowly person, and even a sinful person. God delighted to send His Son where we would never send Him: into sin and death, and to a cross. For God laid the sins of the world – above all, our foolishness in thinking and acting as if we know more, or at least know better, than God does – upon Him and punished Him for these sins. Think about that. God didn’t respond as we easily do when our wisdom is rejected. He didn’t say, “Fine, have it your way! Go your own way and see what happens!” Instead, He took our every sin, including our foolish desires and choices, and laid them instead upon His own Son; upon His wisdom in whom He delights. 
Jesus’ own disciples thought this was foolish. Peter rebuked Him for even speaking of it and said, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” Man’s wisdom. And yet, Jesus not only saw this as God’s wisdom and persisted in it. He delighted to do so! The Son of God delighted to become your foolishness and take the eternal consequences of this – eternal separation from God – upon Himself, that you might be spared this horrible consequence. “I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the children of man.” Notice: it doesn’t say delighting in the children of God but in the children of man. Delighting in us, even when we think and act as children of sinful men and not as children of God! 
This is the God you have. This is the wisdom that fills Him and moves Him: a wisdom to act do what He knows will result in your eternal blessing, and not merely a temporary good. This is a God you can trust, and whose decisions you can not only accept but can call good.

Yes, I will be leaving you. This was not my desire, and perhaps was not yours. It was the desire of your brothers and sisters in this district who prayed for the wisdom of God to direct them and then chose me to be your District President. And now, I will need you even more. I will need your support and encouragement, and above all your prayers. For I am a mere man… and am getting to be an old man! I will continually need God to direct me with His wisdom… as He will direct you with His wisdom.
He has not stopped delighting in you. In His delight He will send you another Pastor: another who has been well-trained in His Word, and who will undoubtedly have skills that I do not have. Trust Him… and rejoice in Him! Let us give glory to Him because He has shown – and will always show – His mercy to us! In the name of Jesus, the eternal wisdom of God. Amen.
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