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Pastor’s Ponderings
Well, this is my last Parishscope article as
your Pastor – although, you’ll still have the
opportunity to read articles from me, as I’ll be
writing for our District newsletter, which comes
out quarterly. So, look for it!
I’ve often wondered about Jesus’ disciples
when He ascended into heaven. Luke tells us
that after He ascended and was parted from
them, “they worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually
in the temple blessing God.” I wonder how they
could have been filled with great joy. Their
Savior had left them!
Now, my departure is not at all like Christ’s.
Not even close! And, you will see me now and
then. Eventually, I’ll be here – God willing – to
install your new pastor! But, beginning in
September other pastors will be leading you in
worship. And I’ll often be in other churches in
the District, worshiping with your brothers and
sisters in Christ and hearing their pastor.
So: can we, like Jesus’ disciples, not only
find joy at this time but be filled with joy? Yes!
For, the Lord we all worship and serve is with
us always, and He never ceases to pour out
upon us His love and mercy and every blessing
we need. He does this week after week through
His holy Word, as it is read to us and preached
to us, and by His holy Sacraments as they are
received by us.
Be like Christ’s disciples, who were
continually in the temple blessing God and
worshiping their Savior. His departure from
them made this more, and not less, important!
Sure, they no longer had Jesus Himself
teaching them and leading them. Now they
would be dependent upon others to do so. But,
they had this promise from Him, a promise He
gave to those He had sent out before Him to
preach and teach in His name: “The one who
hears you hears me.” Even though His voice
was now a mediated voice – He spoke through
the mouths of others – it was still, He promised,
His voice. The peace of the forgiveness they
proclaimed in His name was His peace, the
peace with God He had won on the cross by His
blood. They focused upon this, and were filled
with His joy!

Focus upon this yourself, and God will fill you
with the same joy: the joy of knowing that you
are God’s precious child, forgiven of all your
sins and living under the eternal blessing of your
good Father in heaven. He will never forsake
you but will be with you to provide for all of your
needs – including the need of a new pastor to
shepherd you with His grace and mercy!
28 years ago He showed His faithfulness to
you when He sent to you a young pastor and
family whom you did not know… a pastor who
had come from a very small congregation in NH,
and who had a lot to learn (and still does!). None
of us imagined that I would be here for 28 years.
Certainly none of us imagined that I would be
elected District President and so have to leave.
None of us but God.
His ways are not only best. They are good:
always. You can be certain of that because of
Jesus: because He looks upon you with love
and mercy in Him. Always.
Psalm 121 is one of my favorite Psalms. I
have shared it often during the years of my
ministry. I share it with you now, that you might
take it to heart and be filled with joy!
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
2 My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
3 He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
4 Behold, he who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
5 The Lord is your keeper;
the Lord is your shade on your right hand.
6 The sun shall not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
7 The Lord will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
8 The Lord will keep your going out and
your coming in from this time forth and
forevermore.
In Christ, our Lord,
Pastor

BIBLE STUDY
The Thursday evening Bible study at 6:30 pm
on Zoom will continue through the summer months.

JULY MISSION OF THE MONTH
HIGHER THINGS
The mission of Higher Things is to make known the
gifts of Christ Jesus to youth and young adults. Rev.
Harrison Goodman accepted a call to serve Higher
Things as the Content Executive in a full-time
capacity. Rev. Goodman wrote the following:
“Content is growing. We currently have dozens of
pastors, teachers, DCEs, editors, poets, artists, and
other talented men and women who have come
together to produce Higher Things content aimed at
a mission field our kids carry around in their
pockets. The internet is all too full of the lies of the evil
one, and our kids need the pure teachings of our
Lutheran Faith. I get to help with a mission that directs
our kids to local Lutheran pulpits and altars where
they
can
receive
God’s
good
gifts.
We have brand new projects like Under the Cross,
a series directed at the mental health crisis that will
tackle tough issues like trauma, addiction, abuse, and
depression with the help of Ashleigh Sheldon, a
mental health professional. We’re bringing more
voices to current projects like Video Shorts and the
Drive to School Podcast. We’re releasing new and
improved curriculum like Confirmation and VBS. I’m
privileged to be able to travel to local congregations to
share the mission of HT content. We’re doing
everything we can to keep our content free while
adding more to it. We want it in the hands of our
youth, and we want it equipping our congregations to
better serve them.”

AUGUST MISSION OF THE MONTH
HOMES WITH HOPE
With a caring, professional staff and the help of more
than 400 volunteers, Homes with Hope assists
people who have lost their ability to lead normal lives.
Formerly known as the Interfaith Housing Association
of Westport & Weston, Homes with Hope’s mission is
to support the homeless and those at-risk of
homelessness in the communities we serve by
providing food, safe emergency shelter, permanent
supportive housing, and the supportive services
needed to achieve a more independent and selfsufficient life. For more information about donating:
www.hwhct.org/how-to-help/donations

CHURCH PROPERTY
Repaired septic line and replaced old orangeberg
pipe that was deteriorated to plastic.
Joe Orban installed two electrical conduits to the
septic tank in case our system fails in the future, so
no further digging will have to be done.
After reconstruction of the retaining wall and
pouring of the new concrete slab, the A/C units will be
reinstalled.
PASTOR’S VACATION
Pastor will be on vacation from July 5-9. He will be
attending his daughter Tina’s wedding in Texas. If
you would like to send them congratulations, their
address is:
Mr. & Mrs. Josh Rosen
1731 Stargazer Pass
San Antonio, TX 78260.
Our guest pastor on July 10th will be Rev. Bill Meyer.

SUMMER CONCERTS
Below are the dates for concerts by the Fairfield
Counts, the band that practices at our church.
7/21

Byram Shubert Library

7:00-8:30 pm

7/24

Calf Pasture Beach

5:00-7:00 pm

8/9

Levitt Pavilion

7:00-8:30 pm

8/31

Waveny Park

7:30-9:30 pm

CONFIRMATION ESSAY
On Sunday, May 29, Kate Petrie was
confirmed. During the Bible study hour before
the Service she read an essay she had written
on Ex. 15:2, her favorite Bible verse. Following
is her essay.
Having reached the end of my confirmation
studies in the Lutheran Church – Missouri
Synod, I am ready and eager to confirm my
baptism and take personal ownership for my
faith. I am a Christian, and this is a big part of
who I am. Jesus is caring and compassionate,
and I always try to display those attributes as
well. I love helping others in big and small ways.
I volunteer as a Where Everyone Belongs (or
WEB) Mentor at school and for American Heart
Association events with my hockey team. I also
enjoy smiling at someone when they walk by or
boosting their confidence when they seem
down. I try to live out my Christian faith and love
others on a daily basis, just as Jesus would.
After completing the first year of my studies
at Our Savior Lutheran in Excelsior, Minnesota,
Pastor Beinke and I met weekly for the last
several months to discuss the Bible and any
other topics that were on my mind. I am thankful
for Pastor Beinke. He is kind and wise and
always has time for me. While studying with him
and exploring the many stories, prayers, and
songs that make up the Bible, I came across
several verses that I found meaningful, but
Exodus 15:2 was my favorite verse by far
because of its perfect description of my
personal relationship with God. It reads, “The
Lord is my strength and my song, and he has
become my salvation.”
When reading Exodus 14, which comes just
before this verse, I witnessed many
connections to baptism through the parting of
the Red Sea. Baptism is a person’s passage
into a life with God. As the water washes over
their heads, they have been forgiven of all their
sins, and they have been reborn. While the
people of Israel traveled through the Red Sea
on dry ground, they were walking into a new life
in God, and behind them they saw all of the evil,
darkness, and sins washed away in the form of
the Egyptians. As the Israelites are rejoicing for
what God has done for them, they sing the
words that have grown so meaningful to me:
“The Lord is my strength and my song, and he
has become my salvation!”

God has always given me strength in my
life. In 2019, my family moved from Minnesota
to Connecticut, and this took a lot of strength to
adjust. I was starting sixth grade, and being the
new kid was going to be hard. I worried that it
would be difficult to meet new people, because
everyone else had been in school together for
years. I knew that my attitude would be
important, and this mindset allowed me to
approach the school year with confidence and
to make new friends. Another aspect of my life
for which I am thankful is hockey, and strength
plays a big role in this sport. Hockey has
brought many joyful moments into my life, but it
has also involved disappointment and
challenge. Strength takes many forms. It is
perseverance, courage, and determination, and
these attributes have helped me to be
successful. Strength is essential in all aspects
of life. It takes strength to do well in school and
to earn good grades. Strength is fundamental in
building relationships with others and in
maintaining a deep connection with God. Faith,
itself, takes strength and commitment, and I find
my strength in the Lord. Going forward in life,
God will always be my strength and my rock
both in good times and in bad.
God is my song, and I rejoice in him for all
the blessings he has given me. I am thankful for
my warm home, loving family, and supportive
friends. I also do my best to reflect God’s
goodness by caring for others. I love to make
people happy by giving a hug or just a friendly
“hello.” The idea of treating others as you want
to be treated has helped to shape my life. I show
compassion to others, because God has shown
compassion to me. I look forward to Sundays
when we can gather here in church and sing our
praises to the Lord. As we rejoice in him
together, I feel so thankful that I am in this
community and that I was raised on a path with
God and to know Jesus Christ as my Lord and
Savior.
There are many verses in the Bible that
encourage us to sing praise to the Lord for the
gift of salvation, but Psalm 98 has some of the
greatest similarities to Exodus 15:2. It reads:
Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has
done marvelous things! His right hand and
his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The Lord has made known his salvation; he
has revealed his righteousness in the sight
of the nations. He has remembered his

steadfast love and faithfulness to the house
of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God. Make a joyful noise
to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into
joyous song and sing praises! Sing praises
to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and
the sound of melody! With trumpets and the
sound of the horn make a joyful noise before
the King, the Lord! Let the sea roar, and all
that fills it; the world and those who dwell in
it! Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills
sing for joy together before the Lord, for he
comes to judge the earth.
I love the imagery of the earth and the sea
glorifying God with song! Jesus is our salvation,
and he is worthy of our praise.
Finally, but most importantly, God is my
salvation through his great sacrifice and
everything that he has done for me. Exodus
14:13-14 states:
Moses answered the people, Do not be
afraid. Stand firm and you will see the
deliverance the Lord will bring you today.
The Egyptians you see today you will never
see again. The Lord will fight for you; you
need only to be still.
This excerpt displays how the Lord delivers us
from our enemies and from sin. God will always
be there for us both in times of trouble and in
moments of great joy, and he will be present to
save us from sin and fear. God does not just
watch us live our lives. He is constantly with us
and helping us. Countless times in the Old
Testament, we see the Angel of the Lord
coming down to earth, and this is God. We see
him save people of various backgrounds and
bring together the people who praise him. God
was physically present, and we see him once
again sacrificing for us when he sent his only
son, Jesus, to die for our sins. God wants to
help us in all aspects of our lives, and all we
need to do is be still, listen, and praise him for
he has done great things for us.
My faith has had a great influence on the
person who I am today. The strength that I find
in God has helped me to achieve success and
to get through difficult times. My ability to find
joy in God’s Word helps me to appreciate what
I have, to find the goodness in the world around
me, and to share those blessings with others.
Kate Petrie

Thank You!
Thank you to Rick Castillo, Cindy Douthwaite,
Nancy Sayler, Karen Shane, and Fay Sobottka for
cleaning up the very dusty kitchen before our
picnic in June.
Thank you to everyone who attended and brought
potluck food for our church picnic. Thank you to
Mike Graupner and Carl Mathis our marvelous grill
masters. Thank you to everyone who setup on
Saturday and cleaned up on Sunday. God held
back the raindrops during the picnic and provided
natural shade.

Get Connected
Elections of Officers and Board Members took
place at the June 12 Congregational Voters
Assembly Meeting. There is still room on the
Boards for more members – there is no upper
limit, but we are missing our minimum board
membership of 4 members. We need you!
If you would like to join one of the boards, please
call or email your Congregational President –
FaySobottka42@gmail.com
We need at least one more member on three of
the boards.
•
•
•

Elders
Evangelism & Christian Ed
Stewardship & Deacons

$$ $$$$ $$$$

Memorial Windows

DO YOUR PART

A special meeting was held on June 26 to discuss
the proposal for stained glass windows to be
created and installed as a permanent reminder of
the generosity of Patricia Chan and Emily
Peckmann.

Just as we do at home when costs rise and our
paychecks don’t keep up, we must endeavor to be
more conscientious about costs at SPLC.
•

Heat will be set at 67 – bring a sweater if
you are likely to be cold.

•

Air Conditioning will be set at 71 – and we
will open the windows on days where this
is possible.

•

Lights OFF! We are blessed with large
windows that let in a lot of natural light –
let’s keep the lights off and enjoy God’s
free light.

•

Flip the switch to off when you leave the
room – if a room is empty, we don’t need
to keep the lights on. This includes
hallways.
Together we can ensure that we are not spending
extra money on electricity, gas, and water
especially as costs continue to rise.

Let’s be Social
Now that we have a beautiful space for social
events, let’s plan some! Please email suggestions
for fellowship or social events you are interested
in. Don’t worry, you won’t automatically be
expected to coordinate it – although if you want
to, that would be great.
Your Boards of Evangelism & Christian Ed and
Stewardship & Deacons are looking for ways to
bring our church family together. Make your
suggestion to any board member or email your
Council President – FaySobottka42@gmail.com

Join the committee which is being formed to
evaluate the alternative commemorations
suggested for presentation to the Voters at the
upcoming meeting in September. Email Fay
Sobottka to join at FaySobottka42@gmail.com.
Check out the website of the designer Bruce Hippel
to view some of his previous designs.
http://www.brucehippelstainedglass.com/Default.
htm

Constant
Contact
In addition to emails sent directly by Pastor, emails
are also sent from the Constant Contact
application.
Get on the list – email request to:
communications@stpetersnorwalk.org
SPAM prevention – ensure that the
Communications email is NOT blocked by the
SPAM or Junk Mail blocker in your email
application. This could involve the settings in your
email application itself (yahoo, aol, gmail) or it
could involve the settings in a mail program like
Outlook.

Save the Date
To celebrate the service of Pastor and Lorayne, and
to send them on their next mission, please come to
a dinner.

Saturday, August 6

5:00 pm
Invitations and more details to follow.

The following letter was received from the Mid-South District. Our congregation donated $1,000 to their
relief fund. Page 2 are the responses from the recipients.

BIBLE READINGS FOR JULY AND AUGUST
July 1:

2 Kings 18:13—19:37
Acts 21:1-16
Psalm 149:1-9
Proverbs 18:8

July 11:

1 Chronicles 11:1—12:18
Acts 28:1-31
Psalm 9:1-12
Proverbs 19:1-3

July 2:

2 Kings 20:1—22:2
Acts 21:17-36
Psalm 150:1-6
Proverbs 18:9-10

July 12:

1 Chronicles 12:19—14:17
Romans 1:1-17
Psalm 9:13-20
Proverbs 19:4-5

July 3:

2 Kings 22:3—23:30
Acts 21:37-22:16
Psalm 1:1-6
Proverbs 18:11-12

July 13:

1 Chronicles 15:1—16:36
Romans 1:18-32
Psalm 10:1-15
Proverbs 19:6-7

July 4:

2 Kings 23:31—25:30
Acts 22:17-23:10
Psalm 2:1-12
Proverbs 18:13

July 14:

1 Chronicles 16:37—18:17
Romans 2:1-24
Psalm 10:16-18
Proverbs 19:8-9

July 5:

1 Chronicles 1:1—2:17
Acts 23:11-35
Psalm 3:1-8
Proverbs 18:14-15

July 15:

1 Chronicles 19:1—21:30
Romans 2:25-3:8
Psalm 11:1-7
Proverbs 19:10-12

July 6:

1 Chronicles 2:18—4:4
Acts 24:1-27
Psalm 4:1-8
Proverbs 18:16-18

July 16:

1 Chronicles 22:1—23:32
Romans 3:9-31
Psalm 12:1-8
Proverbs 19:13-14

July 7:

1 Chronicles 4:5—5:17
Acts 25:1-27
Psalm 5:1-12
Proverbs 18:19

July 17:

1 Chronicles 24:1—26:11
Romans 4:1-12
Psalm 13:1-6
Proverbs 19:15-16

July 8:

1 Chronicles 5:18—6:81
Acts 26:1-32
Psalm 6:1-10
Proverbs 18:20-21

July 18:

1 Chronicles 26:12—27:34
Romans 4:13-5:5
Psalm 14:1-7
Proverbs 19:17

July 9:

1 Chronicles 7:1—8:40
Acts 27:1-20
Psalm 7:1-17
Proverbs 18:22

July 19:

1 Chronicles 28:1—29:30
Romans 5:6-21
Psalm 15:1-5
Proverbs 19:18-19

July 10:

1 Chronicles 9:1—10:14
Acts 27:21-44
Psalm 8:1-9
Proverbs 18:23-24

July 20:

2 Chronicles 1:1—3:17
Romans 6:1-23
Psalm 16:1-11
Proverbs 19:20-21

July 21:

2 Chronicles 4:1—6:11
Romans 7:1-13
Psalm 17:1-15
Proverbs 19:22-23

August 1:

2 Chronicles 30:1—31:21
Romans 15:1-22
Psalm 25:1-15
Proverbs 20:13-15

July 22:

2 Chronicles 6:12—8:10
Romans 7:14—8:8
Psalm 18:1-15
Proverbs 19:24-25

August 2:

2 Chronicles 32:1—33:13
Romans 15:23-16:7
Psalm 25:16-22
Proverbs 20:16-18

July 23:

2 Chronicles 8:11—10:19
Romans 8:9-21
Psalm 18:16-36
Proverbs 19:26

August 3:

2 Chronicles 33:14—34:33
Romans 16:8-27
Psalm 26:1-12
Proverbs 20:19

July 24:

2 Chronicles 11:1—13:22
Romans 8:22-39
Psalm 18:37-50
Proverbs 19:27-29

August 4:

2 Chronicles 35:1—36:23
1 Corinthians 1:1-17
Psalm 27:1-6
Proverbs 20:20-21

July 25:

2 Chronicles 14:1—16:14
Romans 9:1-21
Psalm 19:1-14
Proverbs 20:1

August 5:

Ezra 1:1—2:70
1 Corinthians 1:18—2:5
Psalm 27:7-14
Proverbs 20:22-23

July 26:

2 Chronicles 17:1—18:34
Romans 9:22—10:13
Psalm 20:1-9
Proverbs 20:2-3

August 6:

Ezra 3:1—4:24
1 Corinthians 2:6—3:4
Psalm 28:1-9
Proverbs 20:24-25

July 27:

2 Chronicles 19:1—20:37
Romans 10:14—11:12
Psalm 21:1-13
Proverbs 20:4-6

August 7:

Ezra 5:1—6:22
1 Corinthians 3:5-23
Psalm 29:1-11
Proverbs 20:26-27

July 28:

2 Chronicles 21:1—23:21
Romans 11:13-36
Psalm 22:1-18
Proverbs 20:7

August 8:

Ezra 7:1—8:20
1 Corinthians 4:1-21
Psalm 30:1-12
Proverbs 20:28-30

July 29:

2 Chronicles 24:1—25:28
Romans 12:1-21
Psalm 22:19-31
Proverbs 20:8-10

August 9:

Ezra 8:21—9:15
1 Corinthians 5:1-13
Psalm 31:1-8
Proverbs 21:1-2

July 30:

2 Chronicles 26:1—28:27
Romans 13:1-14
Psalm 23:1-6
Proverbs 20:11

August 10:

Ezra 10:1-44
1 Corinthians 6:1-20
Psalm 31:9-18
Proverbs 21:3

July 31:

2 Chronicles 29:1-36
Romans 14:1-23
Psalm 24:1-10
Proverbs 20:12

August 11:

Nehemiah 1:1—3:14
1 Corinthians 7:1-24
Psalm 31:19-24
Proverbs 21:4

August 21:

Job 1:1—3:26
1 Corinthians 14:1-17
Psalm 37:12-29
Proverbs 21:25-26

August 12:

Nehemiah 3:15—5:13
1 Corinthians 7:25-40
Psalm 32:1-11
Proverbs 21:5-7

August 22:

Job 4:1—7:21
1 Corinthians 14:18-40
Psalm 37:30-40
Proverbs 21:27

August 13:

Nehemiah 5:14—7:60
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Psalm 33:1-11
Proverbs 21:8-10

August 23:

Job 8:1—11:20
1 Corinthians 15:1-28
Psalm 38:1-22
Proverbs 21:28-29

August 14:

Nehemiah 7:61—9:21
1 Corinthians 9:1-18
Psalm 33:12-22
Proverbs 21:11-12

August 24:

Job 12:1—15:35
1 Corinthians 15:29-58
Psalm 39:1-13
Proverbs 21:30-31

August 15:

Nehemiah 9:22—10:39
1 Corinthians 9:19—10:13
Psalm 34:1-10
Proverbs 21:13

August 25:

Job 16:1—19:29
1 Corinthians 16:1-24
Psalm 40:1-10
Proverbs 22:1

August 16:

Nehemiah 11:1—12:26
1 Corinthians 10:14—11:2
Psalm 34:11-22
Proverbs 21:14-16

August 26:

Job 20:1—22:30
2 Corinthians 1:1-11
Psalm 40:11-17
Proverbs 22:2-4

August 17:

Nehemiah 12:27—13:31
1 Corinthians 11:3-16
Psalm 35:1-16
Proverbs 21:17-18

August 27:

Job 23:1—27:23
2 Corinthians 1:12—2:11
Psalm 41:1-13
Proverbs 22:5-6

August 18:

Esther 1:1—3:15
1 Corinthians 11:17-34
Psalm 35:17-28
Proverbs 21:19-20

August 28:

Job 28:1—30:31
2 Corinthians 2:12-17
Psalm 42:1-11
Proverbs 22:7

August 19:

Esther 4:1—7:10
1 Corinthians 12:1-26
Psalm 36:1-12
Proverbs 21:21-22

August 29:

Job 31:1—33:33
2 Corinthians 3:1-18
Psalm 43:1-5
Proverbs 22:8-9

August 20:

Esther 8:1—10:3
1 Corinthians 12:27—13:13
Psalm 37:1-11
Proverbs 21:23-24

August 30:

Job 34:1—36:33
2 Corinthians 4:1-12
Psalm 44:1-8
Proverbs 22:10-12

August 31:

Job 37:1—39:30
2 Corinthians 4:13—5:10
Psalm 44:9-26
Proverbs 22:13
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