PENTECOST 7, C – July 24, 2022
SCRIPTURES – Genesis 18:20-33; Colossians 2:6-15; Luke 11:1-13
    Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” And he said to them, “When you pray, say: ‘Father,’…”  (Luke 11)
It is quite interesting that one of Jesus’ disciples asked Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” Could it really be that he did he not know how to pray? After all, he was most-likely a Jew, one of God’s chosen people. This was emphasized as they grew up and learned about God. They went to their local synagogues weekly, and also went to the temple in Jerusalem now and then. Prayers were seen and heard frequently, and were a regular part of their lives – as they are a regular part of our lives; and not only at church.
· I have prayed at public events at the police department and at city hall. Our military recruits and provides chaplains for its members. Congress begins its sessions with prayer. Newscasters have asked for prayers after reporting on tragic events. And, I’m sure you have been asked, “Pray for me,” and have had people say that they will pray for you. 
Praying is not unique: not to us, and certainly not to Jesus’ disciples. So, why the request, “Lord, teach us to pray.” I think that Jesus’ disciples perceived that there was something different about His prayers and John the Baptist’s prayers, and it was this that prompted the request. They wanted, not simply to pray, but to pray as Jesus prayed.
As Jesus prayed. Note, first of all, that it was Jesus’ own act of praying that prompted the request. Jesus began His teaching of prayer by modeling it. Do you?

Too often we model prayer in a negative way. “Who wants to pray?” When that is asked at a meeting, what happens? Too often the same thing happens that happens when I am sitting in lineup with the police officers before they go out on their shift. The Sgt. in charge goes through the things they need to be aware of… assigns the officers to their posts: “Smith, 2 Alpha; Jones, 2 Baker; Cox, 2 Charlie”… and then, after everything is finished, says, “Who wants the Chaplain?” And the response is… silence.
You do model prayer. Parents and grandparents, you especially model it to your children and grandchildren. Do not be silent and let your lack of praying make praying seem an undesirable burden. Prayer is a gift! A blessing!
Jesus teaches us this with one word: “When you pray, say: ‘Father,’…” In telling us to address the Lord of the universe as our Father Jesus is telling us that we have the same access to God as He does because He brings us into His relationship with God. This is what makes His prayer, and so makes Christian prayer, unique.
But, can this really be? Can we really be children of God, loved by the Father as much as He loves Jesus? Whom He will listen to, as He listen to His Son? It’s easy to think that this cannot be so because we know our faults and our weaknesses, and know that God knows them even better than we do. How this affect our prayers! I would guess that the main reason we’re hesitant to pray, especially publicly, is that we don’t think that we, and/or our prayers, are worthy. Maybe you’ll say the wrong thing, or won’t be able to phrase things very well. 
That certainly never would have happened to Jesus, would it? After all, “in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,” Holy Scripture says (Col. 2:9). He is God, one with the Father and the Holy Spirit, even when He took flesh and became a man! He never had reason to be nervous or hesitant to talk with God and call Him Father, for He is one with Him! They share the same thoughts!
Yes; and “you received Christ Jesus the Lord,” His apostle Paul says. He goes on: “You have been filled in Him, who is the head of all rule and authority… having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through faith, the powerful working of God.” St. Paul here says that the fact that you believe in Jesus is not because you are so wise. Your faith in Jesus is itself the powerful working of God in you! “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with [Christ], having forgiven us all our trespasses.” How exalted you are, then; honored in Christ and exalted by God Himself! You who believe in Jesus are not unworthy of praying. You do not need to worry that God will not hear your prayers. There is no one more worthy! As your Father, God will gladly hear your prayers, for He looks upon and listens to you as He looks upon and listens to His eternal Son!
This does not, of course, mean that we are gods. We are God’s creatures, and so should be humble before Him and speak humbly as we pray. Abraham is an example of this. Now, he is very bold with God as he seemingly negotiates with Him for the lives of those in Sodom and Gomorrah: 

“Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”

Those truly are bold words! But, he goes on to say, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes.” He knows he is a mortal man and a sinner, and we know this of ourselves, also. We cannot claim any worthiness of our own before God.
But, Abraham was able to speak boldly to God because God had invited him to do so. Genesis 18 tells us that God, before He went down to see how bad the people of Sodom and Gomorrah were, said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, seeing that he shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? For I have chosen him...” God also chose you to be His. He did so when He put His name on you in your baptism.
So: be bold and confident in your prayers! You have received Jesus, the very Son of God. In Him you are exalted and eternal children of the exalted and eternal Father and Lord of all creation! And if you struggle with what to say and how to phrase things, you’re not alone. Jesus’ own disciples, whom He chose, also struggled! Begin as He taught them to begin: pray the Lord’s Prayer. Also use the Psalms. They are the inspired words of the Holy Spirit, which Jesus Himself would have learned as the prayer book of God’s people. The blue Home Devotion sheet in your bulletin is a good resource, and especially also is your hymnal. There are many prayers in it, and many of its hymns are also prayers. As you use these resources you will learn to pray and will become more comfortable in doing so and in speaking the thoughts of your own heart.
Let us pray: 

Lord, teach us to pray. Above all, Father, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we might learn of Jesus and be filled with Him, and so through Him bring honor to You with our words and our lives. We ask this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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